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Cancer claims Embry-Riddle professor

a difference, and weʼre all better off that
he passed this way.”
Managing Editor
Professor
Bob
Oxley
remembered
his
colleague
fondly.
“I
Professor James “Jim” Lewis passed really liked Jim, even though he
away last week after a seven-year battle was an engineer,” Oxley said. “He
with cancer. Lewis was a professor in the judged faculty and students by how
Aeronautical Science Department since well they served the student-ori1987, writing two textbooks and serv- ented mission of the university. He
ing as speaker of
never compromised
the Faculty Senate.
on that.”
Family, friends, colThe Outstanding
leagues and students
Service Award is
paid tribute to him
being renamed the
at a memorial service
James
E.
Lewis
on the West Lawn
O u t s t a n d i n g
last Thursday.
Service Award in
“He
was
my
his honor.
hero, my teacher,
Rev. Mark Spivey,
but most of all my
who
spent
time
- ERIN LEWIS
best friend in the
with Lewis in the
whole world,” said
Hospice of Volusia
his daughter Erin.
County,
marveled
“His strength, his courageousness always at how Lewis was not deterred by his
astounded me.”
illness; in fact, Spivey said it encourLewisʼ other daughter, Robin, spoke aged Lewis to do more with the time
of her fatherʼs zest for life despite his he had remaining.
ordeal with cancer,
“Jim truly got
which saw him suffer
the best of cancer,”
through 10 tumors
Spivey said, “and we
and four rounds of
got the best of Jim.”
chemotherapy.
At the end of the
“He was content
ceremony, two Army
in his life and his
majors
presented
lifeʼs works,” she
Lewisʼ wife Kathy
said. “Though he
with a folded flag
would never admit
and
posthumously
- ROBIN LEWIS
it, weʼre all better
inducted
Lewis
people for having
into the Order of
known him.”
St. Michael, recLewis authored two texts, both of which ognizing his service in Vietnam, where
are used at Embry-Riddle: Flight Theory he logged over 1,000 combat hours in
and Aerodynamics: A Practical Guide attack helicopters, and his contributions
for Operational Safety and Modern Jet to the aviation field.
Transport Performance: A Technical
Based Pilotʼs Performance Reference.
Please see page A2 for more.
He served on the Faculty Senate for 12
years, and is the only professor to win
the Aeronautical Science Departmentʼs
Outstanding Performance Award twice.
He has also won the departmentʼs and
the universityʼs Outstanding Service
Award, also being honored with a
Presidential Citation and two Presidential
Jonathan Mettin
Innovation Awards.
Managing Editor
“We all knew him to be a man of
courage,”
interim
University
President Dr. John Johnson said of
The Clapper ticket won a landslide
Lewis, who was recently named a victory in the Student Government
Professor Emeritus. “He truly made Association (SGA) elections last week,
Jonathan Mettin

“

He was my hero,
my teacher ... his
strength ... always
astounded me.

”

“

He was content
in his life and his
life’s work ...

”

DON MACANLALAY/AVION

JIM LEWISʼ FAMILY AND friends gathered for his memorial on the West Lawn last Thursday. From right, his two daughters,
Erin, Robin, his wife, Kathy and his parents mourned while Lewis was praised for his lifeʼs deeds. For his services in the
Vietnam, Lewis was posthumously inducted into the Order of St. Michael.

Clapper wins Student Government election
getting more than three times the vote of
the Honoré ticket.
Nathan Clapper, Christopher Haas and
Natalie Anaya will be sworn in by Chief
Justice Andrew Leech at Tuesday nightʼs
SGA banquet, assuming the roles of
President, Vice President and Treasurer

A different kind of schooling

from Sara McCook, Brian Gambino and
Ryan Rossi. The ticket defeated Kristina
Honoré, Michael Ferullo and Ben Klamm
382 votes to 122.
All eighteen candidates for the Student
Representative Board (SRB) got
a seat due to the limited number of candidates, while
newcomers Brian Cousins,
Francesca Martino and
Ismail Robbana join
incumbents Ellen Leahy,
Paul Zigler and Robert
Molard on the Student
Finance Board (SFB).
Clapper ran on a platform of being “approachable, visible and committed.” He advocated an opendoor policy for the SGA so all
students could voice their concerns
and improving communication between
the SGA branches and divisions.
Voters turned out in extremely low
numbers, with about 12.5 percent of students voting in the election, which took

place last Tuesday and Wednesday. Only
540 voters took to the polls, compared to
1,281 last year, which was 29 percent of
the student body.
Once they are sworn in at the SGA banquet, Clapper, Haas and Anaya will
be the acting SGA executives,
along with Leech, whose
term as Chief Justice will
end in one year. Clapper
and Anaya both have
military duty for part of
the summer, but otherwise the newly-elected
officials intend to be
on campus. Leech will
be gone for a co-op with
Rolls Royce.
The Student Court is also
in the process of appointing
several new associate justices to
fill several vacancies caused by graduation. These new justice have not been
confirmed to date, but will have to be
approved by the SRB and SFB once the
application process is complete.

JONATHAN METTIN/AVION

DR. JOHN JOHNSON AND the Presidentʼs office team, pictured above during a game timeout with Dr. Johnson
coaching his team. They played against the Facilities Department in an annual volleyball game last week. They lost 2-1,
taking home a deflated volleyball as their trophy.
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CHRISTOPHER HAAS, NATALIE ANAYA and Nathan Clapper (from left) will be
inducted into their new positions on the new SGA Executive Board on Tuesday.

Daytona Beach
NASA
campus renovations plans
starting Summer ‘06 lunar crash
Campus News, A6

Space Technology, A11

CAMPUS NEWS

Page

A2

The Avion, April 18, 2006

Remembering Prof. Jim Lewis
By students, for students.
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Matthew Collier
Staff Reporter
Last Monday, Embry-Riddle lost
a revered member of its family to a
hard-fought battle with cancer. Jim
Lewis, a Professor of Aeronautical
Science, has been fighting cancer
for several years while simultaneously accomplishing great things
for the University.
Lewis came to Embry-Riddle
in 1987 to complete a Masters in
Aeronautical Science and was hired
as an adjunct professor. He quickly
rose through the ranks, becoming a full professor with tenure in
the shortest time possible for such
a promotion.
He is widely known as a great
teacher, a student and faculty advocate and a lover of Embry-Riddle
and his family. He has been around
aviation and aerospace nearly his
entire life, graduating Summa Cum
Laude with a Bachelor of Science
in Aeronautical Engineering from
Embry-Riddle.
As a young Army helicopter
pilot, Lewis accrued over 1,000
hours of combat flight duty in
Vietnam. He would later go on to
become an instructor pilot for the
Army and private flight schools.
After his time on active duty, he
served the Ohio National Guard for
17 years as an instructor pilot and
a safety officer.
He pursued a dual career path
as an aviator and as an engineer.
As an engineer, he worked on the
B-1 Bomber, the Space Shuttle
Enterprise and a vertical takeoff fighter concept. Lewis spent
some additional time researching energy-related process and
product improvement
Dr. Connolly, who hired Lewis
in 1988, recalls that “Hardly a day
would go by when Jim wouldnʼt
stop in my office to talk about
teaching.” He went on, saying, “Jim
felt that teaching excellence was
the very centerpiece of what we
should be about.”
In addition to being focused on
teaching, Lewis was integrated
into all aspects of campus life. Dr.
Connolly, who used to run the clock
at the basketball games, fondly
remembers asking Lewis to fill
in for him twenty years ago. “He
never did give it back to me,” Dr.
Connolly said while chuckling.
As the Speaker of the Faculty
Senate, Lewis led the faculty
through some very difficult and
controversial times. Professor Dave
Esser, a colleague, recalls that
“[Lewis] was very concerned with
the significant increase in tuition
under the Ebbs administration.”
Esser continued, saying that
Lewis was concerned that the
money was not going back to
support the Aeronautical Science
degree program and that there was
a lack of scholarships. In the last
few days of his life, Lewis set up
a scholarship fund and directed
that proceeds from the sale of his
book be deposited in the fund
for needy students.
Dr. John Johnson, Interim
President, commenting on his work
as Speaker, said it was commendable,
adding, “He was a strong faculty

advocate and was instrumental in
working with the administration to
establish a fair workload policy and
was successful in having promotion
and tenure criteria reflect excellence
in the classroom, in addition to
research and service.”
Because of his service, the Faculty
Senate named one of its most prestigious awards after Lewis. In its first
year, the James E. Lewis Award for
Service is intended to be awarded
annually to a deserving member of
the faculty. “Jim epitomized service
to the University, students and faculty,” said Professor Pete Rounseville,
a colleague who Lewis charged with
organizing his memorial service.
When asked how Lewis was
so successful in his tenure as
Speaker, Dr. Mike Wiggins said,
“Tenacity and a love for what
the institution should be and an
understanding of what the teaching

environment should be.”
Faculty are not the only ones with
warm memories of Lewis. He is also
regarded as an excellent teacher
and advisor. Anthony Galante, an
Embry-Riddle alumnus who had
Lewis as an advisor, said “Professor
Lewis was a quiet, smart man who
taught from experience.” He went
on to describe Lewis as someone
who “really loved teaching and
wasnʼt just there for the paycheck,
but was genuinely concerned
for his students.”
In terms of a legacy at EmbryRiddle, Lewis will be remembered
as one who made a difference for
faculty and students alike. “They say
that to teach is to touch the future,”
said Dr. Johnson, who added that
“Jim touched the lives of many.”
Dr. Connolly said Lewis will
leave a lot of legacies, but most
importantly marks the “multi-track

opportunities for faculty promotion
and tenure. Because of Jimʼs singular effort and leadership on the
Senate,” he continued, “teaching has
always been maintained as the most
important of the three characteristics
required for tenure.”
In terms of his overall legacy as
a person, Professor Pete Vosbury
stated, “Jim will be remembered
most as someone who did not give
up. Instead of accepting cancer as
something that would defeat him,
he fought it tooth and nail. Instead
of retreating and discontinuing his
efforts to be productive, some of
his most amazing accomplishments
came during the seven years he was
fighting this terrible disease.”
His wife, Kathy, and his daughters, ask anyone who would otherwise send flowers to donate to the
scholarship fund by contacting the
University Development Office.

PHOTO COURTESY AERONAUTICAL SCIENCE DEPT.

PROFESSOR JIM LEWIS LECTURING to an Aeronautical Science class. Lewis passed away last
Monday after a seven year battle with cancer. A memorial service was held on Friday.

Farewell from the ERAU faculty
“Just wanted to say a few
words about Jim. He was
one of my best friends and
one of the most technically
competent and caring persons
that I have ever known. An
example of his technical
competence is the fact that he
has written two textbooks in
his teaching discipline which
are used in many aircraft
performance college courses
across the nation. The fact
that he spent the last few
days of his life setting up a
scholarship fund to assist
needy students and directing
that the proceeds from the
sales of these textbooks go to
that fund is evidence of his
concern for his students (see
attached handout).
Please write an article that
accurately portrays Jimʼs life
as he lived it.”
~Frank Richey
“Jim Lewis has been an
inspiration for me personally,
as I know he has been for
us all in the Aeronautical
Science Department. I have
lost count of the number of
times in the last 4-5 years that
I found myself absolutely
amazed by and in awe of
Jim, how he persevered with
what he was going through,
while still working to make
things better for us all,

faculty and students alike, at
Embry-Riddle. When I grow
up I want to be just like Jim
Lewis.”
~Pete Rounseville
“Jim Lewis! What a guy!
What a gentleman! What
a hero! All of our lives are
better here at ERAU because
of Jim. He set the standard for
many things here - most of
all how to conduct business
successfully in a collegial yet
effective way. I will miss him
deeply as will anyone who
knew him.”
~Jim Ladesic
“I worked with Jim on a
couple of studies showing that
Air Sci students really did
prefer experienced aviators
in front of the class instead
of PhDs. He fought long
and hard to ensure we hired
experienced people because
he knew the students would
get much more out of the
classroom with them. He
really cared about the students
and worked long and hard to
ensure the learning experience
was not only an academic
endeavor but practical and fun
as well. Iʼll miss him.”
~Don Smith
“Jim Lewis was perhaps the
most courageous man I have

known. As a military aviator,
I have known many. Jimʼs
courage lighted the darkness
that gradually enclosed him.
The way he faced death
showed us all how to live.”
~Rod Rogers
My thoughts on Jim Lewis.
He was a true teacher, scholar,
and above all, a gentleman
in all respects. He belived
in ERAU and what we
stand for as much as anyone
Iʼve known in my 30 years
plus involvement with this
university. He lead the effort
for respect and trust between
the faculty and administration
during some of the most
difficult and turbulent times
weʼve ever had on this
campus, and he did so with
the utmost dignity. And as a
true friend, I will miss him.
Use what you can from this.
~Mike Wiggins
“Jim was the closest and
dearest friend I had on this
campus. I love the guy, and
am going to miss him terribly.
He is the strongest and most
determined person I ever met.
Earth has lost an amazing
spirit, and heaven has gained
a very wonderful soul. If
heaven has a basketball team,

Jim is working the scoreboard
right now; if it has a college
of aviation, Jim is teaching
people about aerodynamics
and performance; and if it
has a faculty senate, Jim has
already thrown his name into
the hat to be the new speaker.
Embry-Riddle and all of its
family are better for having
known Jim Lewis.”
~Pete Vosbury

“Jim was my faculty
mentor as a new hire in
the Aeronautical Science
Department. He had many
accomplishments. He was
very proud of his service to
the Army as an Army Aviator.
Jim flew helicopter gunships
in Vietnam.He was a Master
Army Aviator and a true ʻgunpilotʼ at heart.”
~Dan Macchiarella
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SGA election has tech. trouble Students promote
Jonathan Mettin
Managing Editor

Information Technology (IT) said that votes
came in from every residence hall, despite the
Embry-Riddle Resident Student Association
(ERRSA) alleging that a glitch in Blackboard
rendered several hundred on-campus residents in
the Student Village unable to vote online in last
weekʼs Student Government Association (SGA)
elections last week.
“It should be a huge concern to [the SGA] that
students that they represent were unable to vote
in an election that affects them,” said Joanne
Soliman, the incoming president of ERRSA. The
current president of ERRSA, Michael Ferullo,

was the vice presidential candidate on the losing ticket. “By not being allowed to vote, that
sends a negative message.”
With only 540 votes cast in the entire election, the residents of the Student Village – over
one thousand in number – could have affected
the outcome of the entire election. Nathan
Clapper beat Kristina Honoré for the presidency
by 260 votes, and the Student Finance Board
saw every losing candidate within 50 votes of
a seat on the SFB.
“It seemed to be a good spread,” ITʼs Jeff
Ferner told The Avion, referring to the sources
of the votes. He explained that IT could trace
where each vote had come in from, and that
McKay, Doolittle, Wood, Adams, OʼConnor and
Stimpson Halls were all represented.

Chancellor honors
safety commitment
Jordan Clancy
Staff Reporter

Standing in Dr. Connollyʼs office
with a handful of employees, he
opened by stating how much he
enjoyed reading a good book.
Connolly went into detail explaining how he particularly enjoyed
murder mysteries because the
inspector fingers through the suspects and some how always picks
out the murder.
Although we were not solving a
murder in the room, Connolly fingered through the crowd and pointed
to Betty Jane Schuk, administrative
assistant to the Dean of engineering
and exclaimed, “you did it!”
A look of worry and confusion
came across Schukʼs face, but was
quickly replaced with excitement
and joy as Connolly uncovered a
plaque and proceeded to hand it
over to her.
“It is your commitment to promoting safety and security for the
Embry-Riddle Community that is
being recognized today. The university and I wanted to thank you
from the bottom of our hearts for
your hard work and dedication.”
Connolly explained.
During the summer of 2005, the
safety department asked for help in
establishing a campus-wide safety
building liaison program. The

objective was to improve safety and
security by recruiting and training
interested staff members on how to
report and assist with medical calls,
suspicious condition, fires and other
emergencies. The liaisons would
also be a resource in promoting
crime prevention practices within
their departments and buildings.
“It was a total shock to me, I
am so honored,” Schuk eagerly
told The Avion.
Schuk was one of the first staff
members to volunteer for this program and had already established
herself as a proponent of safety and
security, by reviewing fire egress
plans and clarifying strategies to be
used in evacuating wheelchair users
or others in need of assistance.
Schuk, born and raised in New
York, is currently married with three
grown children and 8 grandchildren. Besides her hard work here
at Embry-Riddle, she is currently
the president of St. Theresa circle at
Basilica of St. Paul Church.
Whether the students realize it
or not, because of individuals like
Betty Jane - who always put others
first - on this campus they are able
to enjoy all of what Embry-riddle
has to offer with out having to
worry about their safety.
“I just hope other people will get
involved and help keep our community and college safe.” Schuk
humbly told to The Avion.

Eric Fisher, who set up the Blackboard voting
system for the elections, denied rumors that
voting had closed overnight from Tuesday into
Wednesday, saying that voting ran continuously
from 8 a.m. Tuesday to 5 p.m. Wednesday.
SGA Office Coordinator Kerri Rottner said
that several students came to the SGA office
saying they were unable to vote online; however,
their attempts to vote were successful when they
used the computers in the SGA office. One student who was unable to vote online, even in the
SGA office, was given a paper ballot, according
to Rottner. SGA records indicate at least two
paper ballots were submitted.
Soliman says that she and other residents were
unaware paper ballots were available because
the SGA did not announce they were available.

Bagging a new career

music education
Jordan Clancy
Staff Reporter
Amongst the wars over seas, the
political issues in this country and
local drama here on campus and
in the community, if you look hard
enough one will find that the world
is full of people who care and want
to make a difference. Bruce Robb
is one of those people. A native of
Daytona Beach and a 1986 graduate
of Sea Breeze High School, Robb is
a man with a mission. Although his
high school graduating class may
not have voted him most likely to
succeed, this reporter wonders what
the rest of his classmates are up to
now, for this average guy is certainly
trying to make a difference.
Signthebus.com was developed
by the late Robert Lockhart an
Embry-Riddle student who passed
away this month. Robb, a close
friend of Lockhart is continuing one
manʼs idea that can be shared with
everyone. The vision is to provide
foster children with music and more
specifically, quality guitars.
“The kids in our community need
to be offered chances,” Robb told
The Avion.
The goal is to increase the value
of a 1971 Volkswagen Bus by having it signed by prominent guitar
players and celebrities that may

hear about and support this cause.
The bus is scheduled to visit the
New Orleans Jazz Festival where
big name artists such as Bruce
Springsteen, Jimmy Buffet, Dave
Matthews Band, and Keith Urban
will be entertaining. Although no
artists have currently signed the bus,
Robb remains optimistic, taking
each day as it comes. Plans for the
bus after it has been signed is to sell
it to the highest bidder and donate all
proceeds to charity.
“I just want to give back to my
community,” Robb told The Avion.
Best-case scenario would be for
a friend of a celebrity to read this
article and get Robb in touch with
that individual, but if you the average student would like to contribute,
you can visit signthebus.com and
sign his guestbook.
Talk show host Oprah Winfrey
once said, “the key to realizing a
dream is to focus not on success but
significance and then even the small
steps and little victories along your
path will take on greater meaning.”
Coincidentally, the little victories
Robb has been experiencing can be
read in his online journal, explaining
the good fortune that has been guiding him on a daily basis. In a world
full of bad news, it is nice to see
people in this world who really do
care for others especially when they
come from our very own backyards.

Aeronautical Science Scholarship Winners

MELANIE PUGH/AVION

A STUDENT SURVEYS THE choices at the summer job
fair on the Flight Deck. On and off campus employers
showcased available jobs last Wednesday.

Advertisement

Boeing Scholarship
Jonathan Ralston
Aeronautical Science
Chairʼs Award
Joshua Satlow
Most Outstanding
Alpha Omicron Alpha
Member
Donald Barnhardt
Most Outstanding
Flight Team Member
Joseph Daniel

Assist Scholarship
Nathan Vanagas
Brian Case
Laura Fitterman
Kristoffer Heimberger
Spencer Conklin
Thomas Rickman
Kellen Belt
Patrick Tuttle
Arun Vemuri
Lee Zagoria
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Immigration reform sparks nationwide protests
Nicole Titus
Staff Reporter

Protests began on the East Coast,
and swept across the nation in 140
cities early last week. Americans as
well as illegal immigrants marched
side-by-side protesting an immigration reform bill that would make
illegal immigration a felony.
Two of the largest demonstrations
were held in Washington, D.C., and
Phoenix, Arizona. Approximately
500,000 people attended the
event
in
Washington
and

200,000 in Phoenix.
People who favor stricter immigration laws also held some counter-protests, but they were minor
in size and scope next to the proimmigration rallies.
President Bush said last weekʼs
rallies were “a sign that this is an
important issue that people feel
strongly about.”
The president has been pushing
Congress to pass legislation that
includes a temporary guest-worker
provision for non-U.S. citizens.
“People ought to be here on a ...
temporary basis. And if they want

to become a citizen, after a series of
steps theyʼve got to take, they get in
line, like everybody else; not at the
head of the line, but the end of the
line,” he said.
The immigration issue has put
Bush and many lawmakers in a
complicated situation, with uncertain political consequences.
The House in December passed
immigration legislation that has
drawn fierce opposition from Latino
groups. It calls for building a 700mile-long security fence on the U.S.Mexico border and making illegal
immigration a felony.

According to CNN.com an
estimated 11,100,000 illegal immigrants live in the U.S., which is
up from 5,000,000 in 1996. And
a whopping 56 percent of them
originate from Mexico and 22 percent are from other Latin American
countries. Illegal immigrants only
make up 4.9 percent of the total
work force, but they are the larger
shares of some occupations, including farming, cleaning, construction,
and food preparation.
In
Washington,
protesters held up signs proclaiming,
“We Are America.”

Republican Sen. Bill Frist and
House Speaker Dennis Hastert tried
to blame House Democrats for the
felony provision, in a statement
released on Tuesday. The statement also claimed that Democrats
voted against an amendment that
would have changed the minimum
sentences for illegal entry down to
six months.
In response to this statement,
Sen. Edward Kennedy said
“Actions speak louder than words,
and thereʼs no running away from
the fact that the Republican House
passed a bill and Sen. Frist offered

one that criminalizes immigrants.”
Some
more
conservative
Republicans like Rep. Tom
Tancredo of Colorado, a leading
advocate of cracking down on
illegal immigration, said last week
that Democrats wanted to keep the
felony provision as a “poison pill.”
But Sen. Kennedy also responded
by saying, “this debate shouldnʼt
be about making criminals out
of hard-working families… but
rather about strengthening our
national security and enacting a
law that reflects our best values
and our humanity.”

Crude oil hits $69 Vioxx lawsuit jury awards $9 million
Andy Kwok
Staff Reporter

The price per barrel of crude oil
reached $69 last week, the highest recorded price since Hurricane
Katrina last fall.
As a result of the gradual increase
in crude oil price, gasoline prices
are expected to maintain a nationwide average of $2.62 per gallon
for self-serve regular grade gasoline throughout the summer season according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration (EIA).
This figure is 25 cents more than
the recorded average for last summer. However, the EIA said that
current prices are still volatile due
to possible interrupted production
cause by last yearʼs unpredictable
hurricane season.
Central Florida recorded an
average of $2.687 per gallon last
week according to the American
Automobile Association (AAA), 40
cents more compared to last year.
Hawaii held the highest average
price by state with $2.969 per gallon. The lowest average price was $
2.339 per gallon in Utah.
“Although the price of gasoline
is very high, the fact is the economy
still seems to be growing. Weʼre
adding jobs, so we would expect we
would see a relatively strong summer travel season,” AAA spokesman Geoff Sundstrom told the
Associated Press.
Although the price hike was
expected by analysts, the actual
gasoline production output was

much lower than anticipated figures.
Supplies of gasoline fell by 3.9 million barrels and 4.2 million barrels
for distillated products like heating
oil and diesel fuel, while the anticipated values were 2.4 million barrels
and 1.4 million barrels respectively.
Various uncertainties have attributed to the recent high gasoline
prices, even through the AAA said
that gasoline prices tend to rise a bit
during spring every year according
to its data.
Domestically, many oil refineries
are subjected to new environmental laws imposed by the government to reduce sulfur gas emissions and implement corn-based
ethanol instead of MTBE as an
additive before May 5. Gasoline
production will be shortly halted
during the transition. Aside from
temporary shutdowns, production
cost also increased with the new
refining methods.
In addition to the refineriesʼ
maintenance, the fact that production from the Gulf of Mexico has
not completely recovered from last
yearʼs hurricanes kept the prices
high. The Minerals Management
Service said gasoline production
from the Gulf Coast is still down
23 percent.
Internationally, the uncertain
geo-political atmospheres in the
major oil-exporting nations like
Iran, Nigeria, and Venezula contributed to the instable crude oil price.
International demand for crude
oil also shifted greatly due to the
growing demand for energy from
China and India.

David Scotland
Staff Reporter
Merck and Co. are experiencing
an onslaught of legal battles right
now. The drug company currently
has around 9,650 drug lawsuits being
brought against it, by former Vioxx
users. The company is also preparing to battle a class-action lawsuit,
brought by a New Jersey labor union
that deals with health benefits for
its members.
On Tuesday April 12 a jury in New
Jersey awarded plaintiff John and
Irma McDarby, $9 million for punitive damages committed by Merck
and Co. stating that Merck knowingly
withheld information about Vioxxʼs
risks to doctors. The award was in
addition to the $4.5 million that the
court had awarded McDarby last
week for compensatory damages.
The court found Merck and Co.
guilty of committing consumer fraud,
by willingly disregarding consumer
rights and holding data about the
drugʼs risk from federal regulators.
W. Mark Danier, the lead plaintiffsʼ
lawyer, has now won two cases
against Merck.
The other case occurred in August
of 2005, where the recipient Carol
Ernst earned $253.4 million for the
death of her husband, as a result of his
usage of Vioxx. This amount will most
likely be reduced to $26.1 million,
because of the stateʼs cap on punitive
damages. Both victims suffered from
heart attack; however McDarby, aged
77 survived his while Carolʼs husband
Robert Ernst died as a result.

Both cases were a blow to Merck; the right thing,” was quoted by Jerry
however the second loss occurred in Kristal, one of McDarbysʼ lawyers.
New Jersey, which is known for its
The decision on Tuesday capped a
friendliness to big
five week trial that
drug companies
was a combinawho are both
tion of two cases,
major employers
This is a victory for the McDarbys and
and organizations
Thomas
Cona,
... people who are
in that state.
aged 60 from
“This is a victory
Hill. Conaʼs
taking medications Cherry
for all the John and
result was not
Irma McDarbys of
favorable, as his
every single day
the world, people
case was rejected
who are taking
by jurors when
- JERRY KRISTAL
medications every
he failed to supsingle day, who
port his claim that
now have at least a chance of making he had been taking Vioxx for 22
sure that the companies that are mak- months, instead showing receipts for
ing those medications are going to do only seventh months. He was not

“

”

awarded any compensatory damages,
therefore was ineligible to receive
punitive damages.
However in both cases Merck
was found guilty of misrepresenting
Vioxxʼs risk to prescribing physicians for the painkiller, which is
mostly given to the elderly suffering
from arthritis.
The McDarbys will not be receiving their settlement soon, as Merck
and Co. plan on appealing the result,
claiming that their actions were proper
and they provided all the necessary
information required from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration.
The company has said this outcome
will not alter how they approach and
defend their remaining Vioxx cases.

Iran makes enriched uranium
Bob Scheid
News Editor
Iran took a major step forward
in its nuclear program last week
when it was announced that
uranium enrichment had been
achieved, and vowed to expand
the project to include more than
50,000 centrifuges.
The Institute for Science and
International Security released
a series of satellite photographs
that apparently confirmed this,
showing two subterranean cascade
halls being covered with layers of
concrete and earth, indicating the

Advertisement

existence of a larger facility than
that used to enrich the uranium
last week.
Russia, which had originally
backed a provisional nuclear program in Iran, said Thursday that
“definitely, this is a step in the
wrong direction,” according to
Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Mikhail Kamynin.
At the same time, Iran said late
in the weekend that suicide bombers were in the process of being
trained, so that they could be
used in retaliation for any strike
against Iranʼs nuclear facilities.
According to Hassan Abbasi, head
of Iranʼs Center for Doctrinal

Strategic Studies, 29 targets in
Britain and the United States, as
well as Israel and other western
countries. Another unquoted official said 40,000 Iranian suicide
bombers were ready for action.
President Bush said in an
address at the Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies
at Johns Hopkins University
that America does not “want the
Iranians to have a nuclear weapon,
the capacity to make a nuclear
weapon, or the knowledge as to
how to make a nuclear weapon.”
He went on to add that Great
Britain, France, and Germany
agreed with this policy.
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Coming this summer: a new Embry-Riddle

Summer is almost here. When the students return in the fall, some familiar buildings will
look a lot different. Here is a sneak peek at the changes planned this summer.
comfortable location for flight students to
A new look for
plan their flights and relax in between them.
The entire renovation is estimated to cost
approximately $800,000.
the flight line
Flight Records has already been moved
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter
Work on the remodeling of the Gill Rob
Wilson Flight Center has already begun.
The primary dispatch operations, housed
in D building, will undergo a complete
gutting and remodeling during the summer months, and is set to be completed no
later than August 15. The interior will be
redesigned to create a friendlier and more

into their new permanent home in the G
building. Across the hall from the records
office, work has begun to set up the temporary flight dispatch operations for the
summer months. During the summer, the
D building will be off limits to students
and the flight department is making sure
that operations continue to run smoothly
during those months.
Except for a few coats of paint, the flight
complex has not been touched since the seventies, making the flight complex one of the
most neglected buildings on campus. This
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McKay and Chanute are in
need of some work. A look at
what’s planned for our aging
residence halls.
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter
Work on McKay and Chanute
residence halls has already begun.
Throughout the summer, both buildings will be undergoing an interior
and exterior renovation to bring their
quality up for students.
McKay Hall in particular has
needed a renovation for some time.
With a capacity of 380 students,
most of them freshmen housed three
per room, it is a vital residence hall
on campus. Once the new residence
hall is constructed, the occupancy
will be reduced to two per room.
Renovations will begin from the
ground up. All carpeting will be torn
out and replaced with a laminate
wood style floor. This flooring will
be easier to clean for students. It
will also be healthier, as it will not
absorb anything that is spilled on the
floor. If students want to bring in a
throw rug they can easily do so and
have the carpeting if they want it.
With the doors opening to the
outside, McKay hall has the problem

Factoids

� McKay Hall houses 380
beds.
� Renovations include new
floors and air conditioners.
� After the new residence
hall is built, each room in
McKay will only house two
students.

of bringing the warm moist Florida
air into the room rather rapidly. The
current air conditioning units inside
are old and not properly doing the
job of filtering out that moist air.
Each of these units will be replaced
with a newer and more efficient unit.
The ventilation system will also be
renovated to more effectively pull
the air out of the bathrooms when
the vent is activated.
All showers will be replaced and
the bathrooms renovated. The furniture will remain the same as it is still
in good condition. Information technology will be making the building
wireless over the summer as McKay
is one of the few buildings left that
is not wireless.
Chanute is also undergoing a floor
renovation. Several outside modifications will be made including
landscaping. Both of the buildings
will be offline for the summer but
will be completed by the first week
of August.
Starting in September with the
construction of the new residence
hall next to McKay, this construction will directly affect the students
in McKay. The area behind the hall
will be fenced off for construction
lay down and safety zones. An
increase in traffic will be occurring
and possibly an increase in noise
levels for some time.
The hope of renovating both of
these buildings is to extend their
life for the next ten years while
yet another new residence hall is
constructed in addition to the one
starting in the fall. Housing cannot
afford to lose the beds that are in
either McKay or Chanute so until
a new building is built to replace
them, they are here to stay.

JONATHAN METTIN/AVION

is surprising given the importance of this
building on an aeronautical campus where
over one thousand students are pilots. Not
only is the planning area for pilots too small
but the second level contains rooms in some
of the oddest shapes imaginable.
Once completed, the bottom floor of the
D building will be one large room. New
windows will be installed to overlook the
flight line so the dispatchers and students
can see the aircraft. A larger dispatch desk
will be installed for the dispatchers. The
flight planning station will be increased
in size for students and all screens displaying the daily flight schedule, parking

location of aircraft, and the overview of
aircraft currently airborne will be placed in
one location for easy viewing. Next to the
new windows a lounge will be set up with
couches and comfortable chairs for students
to relax in between flights or while waiting
for an aircraft.
When approaching the D building from
the aircraft parking ramp, often students
have remarked that it looks like a minimum
security prison. The hope is to change this
view and create a friendlier one. A new door
system will be installed for accessing the
aircraft ramp and will include an entrapment area, so that once you step in, the door

FITNESS CENTER: Construction begins on this 12,500
square foot facility in September. Estimated cost: $4 million.

RESIDENCE HALL: This four story building will hold 280 beds.
Construction begins in the fall. Estimated cost: $14 million.

ACADEMIC BUILDING: A replacement to
the Lindbergh Center, this new building will
hold the College of Business. Estimated
cost: $13 million.

GILL
ROB
WILSON
FLIGHT CENTER: Renovations begin next month in
D building. Estimated cost:
$800,000.
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behind you has to close before the next door
opens, create a more secure environment.
In the summer of 2007, the H building will undergo a renovation to create
a more efficient and productive environment for instructors on campus. Currently,
team managers for each team in the flight
department are separated, but the plan is to
combine them into one location so they can
talk to each other but still be right next to
their team bay.
The primary goal of these renovations is
to create and welcoming environment for
flight students that they can plan their flights
in, relax, and be able to enjoy their time.
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Three major projects slated for the fall

Freshmen are not the only new arrivals this August. Embry-Riddle becomes the home to
bulldozers and backhoes, as ERAU embarks on its biggest transformation in years.
housing department estimates that although 40 and toilet room. The kitchen will contain a counA $14 million
percent of students are housed on campus, there ter, microwave, small fridge, and a sink. Each
is likely a demand for 45 percent to 50 percent room will be able to be locked so students are
to be housed.
not disturbed in their own room. Although the
residence hall
These numbers are also increased by a building will be wireless for all students, each
decrease in available affordable housing in the room will also contain three Ethernet ports, one
will feature more
Daytona area. Apartments are being turned into for each student and one for a gaming system. A
condos and rent is going up. This, in combina- lounge overlooking the airport will be available
with the competition for affordable hous- on all floors and a central laundry room on the
privacy, technology tion
ing with Daytona Beach Community College, ground floor will be in place.
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

The planning of the new residence hall for
students has been in progress for the past two
years. Starting in September, the planning will
end and the construction will begin. Placed
between Daytona Beach International Airport
and McKay Hall, the new residence hall will
provide another location for all credit levels of
students to live on campus.
At a cost of $14 million, the four story, 60,000
square foot building will provide approximately
280 beds for students. Current housing capacity is 1,860 beds on campus, but the demand is
always greater. Only freshman are guaranteed
housing and they take up approximately 1,200 of
those spots. This leaves only about 660 spots for
sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Every semester there is a waiting list of students who want to
get into housing but end up being turned away.
Speaking about the demand for housing, Sonja
Taylor, Interim Dean of Students, says that the
experience of living on campus is a great appeal
to students. The convenience of living close to
class, the services right next door, and the comraderie of living with fellow students provide an
atmosphere that is greatly desired. It has also
been found by the research office that students
who live on campus generally have a better
retention rate and generally higher grades. The

Bethune Cookman College, and Stetson
University means that a shortage of off campus
housing might begin to occur.
A committee made up of many personnel
across campus, including students, laid out the
interior design. Design priority was given to
students to decide what they want in a residence
hall. The number one request from students was
privacy while at the bottom of the list of requests
was a place to be able to cook.
Each room in the residence hall will hold two
students, and each room will share a lounge with
another room. The interior will look like the
rooms in Adams or Woods, with a connecting
lounge and a small food preparation area. As students have requested, the toilet and shower will
be separated into different rooms so that one person does not tie up all the facilities. There will
be a bathroom sink outside of both the shower

New building will add 57,000
square feet of academic space,
and a home for the College of
Business faculty
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

Located between the Advanced Flight Simulation Center, Legacy
Walkway, and the Instructional Center, the new academic hall will be
constructed mirroring the Simulation Center in shape. Construction will
start in September of this year and will last for approximately one year.
Two stories tall and 57,000 square feet in size, the building will cost an
estimated $13 million.
In the works for several years, the new academic hall will relieve the

Once constructed, this new residence hall
will relieve about 100 students from McKay
hall, decreasing each McKay room to only two
people. This will leave approximately 180 beds
open which the housing department has no doubt
they will fill.
In five to seven years, construction on another
new residence hall will begin for more students
to be able to be housed on campus. There is a
demand from other types of students to stay
on campus such as international students,
graduate students, students 21 years of age
and older and transfer students. None of these
students are guaranteed housing. The new
residence hall, although down the road a few
years, may be constructed to appeal to those
students in particular. However, this will only
occur if the demands of all current students for
housing have been met.

overcrowding in the Lindberg Center which houses the A, B, C, E, and W
buildings. The business department, currently housed in these buildings,
will be relocated to the new academic hall. This will relieve the faculty
of the closet-sized offices they have been using for several years.
New classrooms in the new academic building will be used to replace
some of the odd shaped classrooms in the Lindberg Center. Although the
Lindberg Center will remain standing for several years, the long-term
plan is to replace those buildings with a new science laboratory building
and a new humanities building. Construction on those new buildings will
not begin for at least five to ten years.
The new academic hall will be in the shape of an “L”. Its location
presented challenges due to the surrounding water retention areas, but
that issue has been compensated for to allow the construction to proceed.
The exterior will mimic the Lehman building and College of Aviation
building in design. Inside, in addition to the business department and
classrooms, new computer labs will be constructed to replace those that
will be lost in C building.
With the recent growth of ERAU, limited classroom space has been
available for new classes that have been added in recent years. In addition to the business department, other classes and possibly other departments may be housed there. The exact relocation of those items has not
been determined at this time.

Fitness center
will relieve
overcrowding
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

The long awaited and talked
about fitness center is finally about
to become a reality. Starting in
September the Tine W. Davis complex, located next to the pool, will
be demolished to make way for a
brand new fitness center. On the
drawing boards for some time, the
floor plans and drawings have now
been laid out to give the students
what they have requested.
At 12,500 square feet and costing
$4 million, the fitness center will
provide a two story recreational
facility containing both aerobic
and weightlifting facilities. There
will be 2,500 square feet allocated
for cardio on the second floor and

4,000 square feet allocated for
weightlifting on the ground floor.
This will provide the expansion that
has been needed to relieve the overcrowding in the Student Village and
ICI Center. Each of the rooms will
receive new high quality equipment. In addition to the exercise
areas, new locker rooms will be
constructed and offices for fitness
departments will be included in the
building. Space for a lounge will be
allocated for students to relax in.
The pool will remain open all
summer until its normal closing
time around Thanksgiving. During
the summer a new filtration system will be constructed to replace
the old filtration system that will
be demolished when construction
begins. Before the demolition of
the filtration system occurs the
pool will be switched over to the
new system to allow for its continued use. After the pool closes
for the winter, the current deck
around the pool will be torn up and
replaced. This will give it a new,
cleaner look and provide for a nicer
environment to swim in.

‘With all this new building
next year, will there be
anywhere left to park?’
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

During the construction of the
new residence hall, academic
hall, and fitness center, several
parking areas will be closed for
the year starting in September.
An estimated 422 parking spaces
will be blocked off for construction in the Armstrong, Mustang,
and Falcon lots.
A committee has begun the process of ensuring that parking is
available for students during the
construction process. This committee, put together by the Chancellor,
has been working hard to make
sure that student lives are not
overly affected by the construction. Although there is no way to
prevent all effects of the closing
of those parking lots, the transition
will be eased by other options that
have been put together.
Mustang lot is located west of
McKay hall. With 110 spaces, it
will be closed for the construction of the new residential hall.
Armstrong is a commuter lot, located next to the Chapel. All 95 spaces
will be closed for the academic hall.
Falcon lot will loose about half it its
parking, approximately 217 spaces,
for the residential hall.
In order to compensate for the
loss, Tomcat lot may be increased
in size, possibly taking a few extra

feet into the parking ramp for the
flight line. This lot will be for
commuters to replace the space
lost in the Falcon lot. Concord and
Voyager may be rearranged to allow
for more parking in them. Parking
located north of the Village, next to
the athletic field by Corsair, may be
set up for students to park there if
they live in the Village.
Although these parking spots
are all farther away, especially for
those located in McKay who may
be forced to park next to Doolittle
or farther away in Concord or
Voyager, parking will be available
for all students. The committee,
which does include students, has
been working hard to ensure that
there will be parking.
Students will need to realize
that during the construction phase,
cooperation with the new parking
setup is necessary to help keep
parking at its current efficient
flow. Although students may not be
able to park right in front of their
residence hall or right next to their
academic building, they will have a
spot to park. Walking pathways will
also be affected.
Once the construction is complete, the Falcon and Armstrong
lot will be rearranged to hold more
vehicles than they currently can
hold. This will help to compensate
for the increase in students that
will be on campus and living in
the new residential hall.
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Religious talks cause controversy throughout
Islamic faith,
stereotyped

faiths: countries like Indonesia, and merchants. Arab armies never
Malaysia, Lebanon, Egypt, Morocco, entered Malaysia or Indonesia yet
Qatar, Singapore, Syria, Turkey, and Islam thrives in those countries.
the United Arab Emirates. To say True Jihad is supposed to be used
that Muslim counonly for defense
Last week, Mr. Dick Bagby, tries are inherently
and to end oppresprofessor of Applied Meteorology, oppressive is a
sion. On the other
commented about the April 5th stereotype. After
history
... stop worshipping hand,
MSA lecture by Imam Abu Nour all, are Christian
cannot deny that
on the status of Jesus in Islam. By nations
judged
Spanish
Jesus the man, and the
attending that lecture, Mr. Bagby by the actions
Conquistadors
instead follow the
has taken a step in the right direc- of a couple bad
f o r c e d
tion toward showing tolerance to the apples?
Nazi
Christianity upon
true
message
...
Islamic faith. May Allah guide him. Germanyʼs masthe
indigenous
However, Mr. Bagbyʼs article also sacre of Jews and
people of South
- MAHMOUD KHATIB
stated misconceptions and stereo- Serbiaʼs massacre
America and the
types about Islam.
of Muslims go
Americans forced
Islam is currently the fastest against the teachChristianity upon
growing religion in the world ings of Christianity and do not African slaves.
and the U.S. (according to CNN, represent the norm. Why not judge
If only more Christians knew the
ABC News, USA Today, and Time Islam by the same standard?
truth about Islam, in the words of
Magazine). In fact, an estimated 80
In fact, history has shown that Mr. Bagby, it would set them free.
percent of the American converts to Islam is the most tolerant and Muslims believe that Jesus, like
Islam are women. Mr. Bagby wrote merciful religion in the world. The Mohammed (peace be upon them
that he is thrilled to live in the U.S. Muslims gave Spain a golden age of both), was a prophet of Allah. Jesus
and takes pride in its freedoms. Well peace and prosperity. While Jewish never told his followers to worship
Mr. Bagby, Americans are rushing to and Christian “heretics” were being him. Instead, Jesus preached that
embrace Islam.
burned at the stake in other parts there is one God who has no kin
Islam continues to win the hearts of Europe, they found sanctuary or partners and that people must
and minds of more and more under Muslim Spain. Saladinʼs worship God alone. Muslims also
Americans everyday despite all liberation of Jerusalem is another believe in many of Jesusʼ miracles,
of the negative
example. When including his birth to his virgin
media coverage.
the Crusaders con- mother Mary. Jesus was never cruciU n f o r t u n a t e l y,
quered the city a fied; he was lifted up to the heavens
some people assohundred years ear- and one day he will return to slay the
ciate Islam with
lier, the city was false messiah.
Islam is currently
things that actuto have run
Muslims also believe in other
the fastest growing said
ally go against the
knee-deep in the prophets such as Adam, Noah,
teachings of Islam,
blood of Muslims, Moses, David, Solomon, Abraham,
religion in
such as terrorism,
Jews, and Arab Isaac, and Ishmael. All of these
the world ...
intolerance, and
C h r i s t i a n s . prophets preached the same mesthe oppression of
The
Crusaders sage: there is no God but Allah.
- MAHMOUD KHATIB
women.
These
believed that they Overtime, their people strayed and
practices, while
could kill all of edited their holy books (like the
despicable, reprethe cityʼs inhabit- Torah and the Bible), distorting the
sent the actions of
ants and “let God word of God. Allahʼs final messenan extreme minority of Muslims. It sort them out.” Saladin, on the other ger was Mohammed. The Muslim
is unfair to stereotype over a billion hand, was merciful and let all of the holy book, the Qurʼan, is still
Muslims based upon the actions of so Crusaders and their families go free unchanged to this day. Not a single
few. For example, while Christians for a token ransom. Saladin made Arabic letter or vowel has been
in the U.S. have had problems with sure that the defeated Crusaders all edited from when it was revealed
pedophiles in its clergy, it would be made their way back to Christian from God, through the angel
unfair to stereotype Christianity as a lands safely and even paid the Gabriel, to the prophet Mohammed
religion that breeds pedophiles.
ransom (from his personal fortune) (peace be upon him).
Mr. Bagby also claims that Islamic for those who could not afford to
I call upon Mr. Bagby, and all
societies are oppressive towards pay it themselves.
people, to stop worshipping Jesus
other faiths. Once again, this is an
Another myth is that Islam was the man, and instead follow the
unfair stereotype. While oppression spread by the sword. This is false; true message of Jesus and all of the
does exist in some Muslim coun- Islam was spread mostly through prophets: there is no God but Allah
tries, the vast majority of Muslim the kind manners, compassion, and and he alone is to be worshipped.
countries welcome people of all honesty shown by Muslim travelers
~ Mahmoud Khatib

“

”

“

”

Yes, I am saying that my
SGA has done a bad job
Some of you may have read Sara
McCookʼs defense of the SGA last
week in the Student Life section. In
it, I am mentioned rather prominently
as somebody who is not pleased with
the organization. That is true. Frankly,
Iʼve been appalled by much of the
Student Government Association
this year, but that is not the
point of this letter.
I guess I should make this perfectly clear: I have nothing personal
against any members of the SGA.
Sure, I am friends with many and
not on such good terms with others, but I respect every member
of the SGA as a person. As Sara
McCook said herself after her election last year, people tend to mix the
political and the personal.
Yes, I am a member of the SGA,
and yes, I am negatively depicting the
SGA from within. I have never been
one to sit inside and say everything
is bright and sunny when I know it is
raining cats and dogs outside.
In a survey of over a hundred
random students last week, the SGA
got a 30.21 percent approval rating.
Thatʼs worse than President Bushʼs,
which is hitting historical lows. It
doesnʼt take a rocket scientist – and

we have plenty of those here, to
figure out that something is wrong
when 70 percent of the students donʼt
think you are doing a good job.
I think the thing that irked me the
most about the letter, though, was
how it was implied that those of us
who have criticized the SGA, and
by implication myself in particular,
were blasted as “content with complaining but no proactively getting
involved … Those students had the
opportunity to make a difference,
but choose not too [sic].”
I would like to remind Ms. McCook
that, beyond “being a writer for The
Avion,” I am currently the Managing
Editor of the newspaper, and throughout the semester I have been a photographer, the World News editor, the
Spotlight editor, the Online editor,
and have filled in for various other
roles as needed, also serving as the
editor-in-chief last semester. I spend
at least 50 hours a week in the Avion
office – without a tuition voucher,
mind you. So donʼt you DARE tell
me that I am not involved, especially
when elected SGA officials who have
to serve a measly three office hours a
week – and get tuition vouchers for it
– are going on trial for impeachment

POINT
There are days that pass unmarked on
our calender every year. These are the
days that Hallmark forgot to make into
occasions for public celebration, days
that they forgot to create cute and funny
cards that we could send to our friends,
family and people we normally never
correspond with.
Some of these occasions, sadly enough,
do not even have specific days earmarked, or yearmarked as the case may
be, just for them. I think it is time to step
up and do something about it. It is time
we put our foot down, planted our soles
firmly, pulled our socks up and stood our
ground. The time has come to unite and
exclaim, “We want to celebrate Black
Shoe day.”
Yes my friends, and fellow black shoe
wearers, we are making our case for our
lovely leathers. Let them be boots, office
shoes, stilettos or sandals; let them have
thick soles or thin, stitched or glued, open
toed or closed, laced or slip-ons, let them
be knee high, ankle high, or barely more
than flat pieces of rubber with straps on
them, butmost of all: Let them be black.
The beauty of a black shoe can but only
be hinted at with words. The elegance,
the sheen, the versatility. Black shoes can

because they failed to do even that.
I would also like to remind the
people who read last weekʼs article
that the Eagle Card usage at offcampus locations was the result of a
lot of hard work by Rodney Hartung
of the Eagle Card office, and while
SGA helped, they do not deserve
all the credit. And the Presidents
Roundtable was Matt Collierʼs brainchild, not Ms. McCookʼs. The Honor
Code idea was formed by Molly Mae
Potter, who is not given credit in Ms.
McCookʼs article.
Credit should go where credit
is due. As should blame. If, as I
contend, this SGA has done a poor
job, is it my fault because I chose
to point that out? Per Article IV,
Section 1, Part b of the SGAʼs own
constitution, the President shall “bear
ultimate responsibility for activities conducted by the SGA and its
organizations within.”
By the way, you might as well
bring your concerns to Nate Clapper
now, because despite Ms. McCook
urging you to bring her your problems in her “last couple weeks,”
sheʼs actually out of office tonight
once Clapper is sworn in.
~ Jonathan Mettin

Religion
causes
general disillusionment

“

I found Dick Bagbyʼs letter
amusing for its quite endearing
naiveté. Tolerance is not a particularly Christian ideal. Spanning a
long history from the burning of
the library of Alexandria and the
murder of Hypatia to the crusades,
the murderous conversion of the
tribes of Saxony, the 30-year war,
and numerous additional martial
conflicts, Christianity doesnʼt have
much peaceful tolerance to boast
about. Rallying a people to war,
political leaders seem to find religious metaphor most convenient

Christians are
in no position
to pass
judgement
To Dick Bagby:
I am curious as to the exact purpose of the article entitled “Muslims:
accept Jesus as a savor.”
Is it simply to advance the narrowminded idea that the United States is
undoubtedly the best country on earth
for the simple reason that we exist? If
so, I am glad to see that you have so
blindly crossed the line from nationalism and support for your country
far into bigotry and blatant intolerance for those of dissenting opinion.
Your shameless display of racism is
only slightly more disturbing than
your poor grasp of world politics and
American history.
Or is it a not-so-subtle attempt to
promote Christianity in an already
overwhelmingly Christian student
body so as to reassert its dominance
and attempt to and undermine that
small number who is different and
squeeze out every last drop of diversity from campus?
Representing a religious majority
of the college, it is easy to sit back
and rest assured that since you have
the support of a large portion of the
student body, assaulting another religion which happens to be a minority on campus will meet with little
resistance, and probably even with
approval. I personally take offense
to the suggestion that my religion

“ ... lead
by example
and practice
tolerance ...”
I am disheartened by a piece
published in the April 11, 2006 edition of The Avion, “Muslims: accept
Jesus as a savior.”
I am disappointed and dismayed
by Dick Bagbyʼs response to the
talk led by Imaam Abnour brought
to campus by our Islamic Awareness
Group. First, Quarʼanic doctrine
does not guide persons to kill those
outside of their belief system any
more than Christian doctrine does.
Need I make mention of the Crusades
or other atrocities visited on people in the name of Christianity?
Unfortunately, interpretation of

be worn anytime, anywhere. They say: you in life. And for the introverts, thank
“Iʼm ready to attend the queenʼs ball, or your Black shoes for staring back at you
just hang out at the jazz bar.”
without trying to color your thoughts.
And one cannot forget the great
Let us all, shoe-wearers and non shoeAndre Agassi, whom we must thank for wearers alike, come together today, April
liberating the Black shoe in the pro-ten- 18, and wear out black shoes in support
nis circuit, after suffering decades of of the simple joy they have brought us.
Wimbledonic repression.
If you are young, naive, dense or just
Why, just take a look around you when simply do not know why you do not own
you are in public. Today, Black
a pair of black shoes, its okay.
shoes are the staple of the shoeNobody is perfect. Today is
wearer demographic. The only
the day to atone: go out and
reason somewhere would wear
get your very own pair of
any other color on their feet is
Black shoes. Then wear them
for that abstract theory of fashand march in the street, felion. That is, that obscure sense
low Black shoe-wearer, for
that we must wear certain colors
you are now truly one who
during certain decades.
appreciates the finer things in
As fleeting as the sun in
life. Wear them with glee, take
Seattle, these fashions come
pride in your tride, you are
Shyamal
and go, but the black shoe will
now complete.
Addanki
always shine through. Never
As one final salute to our
out of style, one never grows
heeling soles, I throw a chaltoo old to be seen in black shoes. In lenge to those of you who truly underfact, even the most rebellious shoe color- stand your Black shoes. Let us all hang
wearer will indubitably be laid to rest in, a picture of our shoes up on our wall,
you guessed it: black shoes.
right next to those family portraits. For
So with all that they have given us, and it is only befitting that next to a picture
will undoubtedly continue to bless our of the people we love, there must hang a
soles with, I say it is time to celebrate picture of the shoes that love us, and have
those pairs of black shoes that you have. never asked us for anything in return.
Go ahead, take out you Kiwi shoe pol- So take a portrait of your Black shoes,
ish and give them a rub, they deserve it. splurge on a nice frame, and hang it
Apply it lovingly, and thank your Black with pride. For today, henceforth will be
shoes for all the places they have taken known as Black shoe day.

and most effective; the public is from the kind of intolerance that
primed for interpreting such terms Mr. Bagby criticizes. Even at
martially.
ERAUʼs graduation ceremonies,
And lest we believe Christianity to the leaders of this institution do not
have fundamentalhave the courtesy
ly altered its guise
to go with a
in US-America,
quiet
moment
I should perhaps
that
acknowl... take a look at
remind Mr. Bagby
edges religious
of the Boy Scoutsʼ
diversity.
Inwhat
harm
we
do
booting out athestead, we have
around us with our oral
ists and gays—and
prayer,
yet enjoying great
despite Matthew
deluded ideologies. 6, where Jesus of
favor among sundry members of
Nazareth counsels
our culture, who - REINHOLD SCHLIEPER
against
public
are clearly not parprayer. Letʼs face
ticularly bothered
it: Tolerance does
by their childrenʼs absorbing such not come from religious roots; represantidotes to tolerance and diversity.
sive anger does. Perhaps many of
We may not judicially murder us need to get our noses out of musty
converts from Christianity, but old religious books and take a look
the kind of character-assassina- at what harm we do around us with
tion and deliberate isolation that our deluded ideologies.
atheists experience time and time
~ Reinhold Schlieper
again is not all that far removed
[I am speaking for myself only.]

”

is “wrong” that was printed in a and perverted the original intent so
supposedly secular campus paper. I as to justify their own selfish actions.
can easily and vividly recall several Despots ruling in the name of Allah
instances during my almost two years and harshly putting down dissidents
on this campus in which I had to obviously do not accurately represent
defend myself against verbal and in the true spirit of Islam, just as those
one case physical assault for my dif- who executed the Spanish Inquisition
ference in religious
and those who
background. I do
bomb
abortion
not think it was
clinics do not
humorous. Nor do
truly represent the
I do not write with
I think you would
spirit of Christ.
were you to find
This article is
malice towards
yourself
among
the most egreChristianity, nor in gious display of
the
persecuted
religious minoradvocacy of ... other ethno-centrism
ity of one of the
and
religious
religion.
countries of which
intolerance I have
you refer.
ever witnessed on
What position - GREG HERSHKOWITZ
campus. It is not
are you in, as a
only disheartenChristian, to judge
ing, but frighten1.5 billion of the
ing, to see that
Earthʼs people that are Muslims? you have irresponsibly used your
More atrocities have been committed opportunity to educate and speak
in the name of Christianity and there intelligently and responsibly to stuhave been more attempts by Christians dents about such delicate matters as
to win converts through both peaceful peaceful coexistence of religion and
and violent methods than any other instead have chosen to mindlessly
current religion. This is not an assault echo the call to others to “accept
on the religion of Christianity, only Jesus Christ as their personal savior.”
on the unethical practices of some
I do not write with malice towards
overzealous advocates.
Christianity, nor in advocacy of Islam,
The level of research you have Judaism, or any other religion. I write
put into your editorial is also quite to denounce the intolerance and malapparent. To begin with, Afghanistan, ice towards non-Christians that was
as of the overthrow of the Taliban, communicated to me through your
no longer has a government com- article. I feel that as a representative
prised of an Islamic theocracy. More of Embry-Riddle, it is your responsiimportantly, Islam, being closely bility to print a either a retraction or
related to Christianity and Judaism, a revision of this article, including
preaches tolerance and respect for recanting statements that call on othother religions. As to “those societies ers to renounce their religious beliefs
guided by Quranic Doctrine,” many in favor of your own and apologizing
countries that claim to be based on for any offense rendered.
Islamic Law have severely distorted
~ Greg Hershkowitz

“

”

religious doctrine for political gain
has affected every major religion
across the board. It is important for
all to understand that, in actuality,
the core values espoused by all major
monotheistic religions (and, indeed,
most people in general) are far more
similar than different, including
Islam and Christianity.
The way in which the Muslim
students have reached out to provide a forum for anyone interested
in learning about their religion in
an effort to promote tolerance and
respect for diversity is to be commended; I am afraid that Mr. Bagby
has missed the point ... tolerance
and respect. It was very disrespectful for Mr. Bagby to refer to young
Muslims as “misguided youth” and
to express his hope that they “get
their heads out of the Quran.” This
statement denigrates the religious
beliefs held by Muslim people, who,
I would like to point out, likely feel
just as strongly about their religious
convictions as Mr. Bagby feels about

COUNTER
POINT

Christianity. So, if one were to tell
Mr. Bagby to get his head out of
the Bible and open his eyes to the
possibility that other religious ideologies have a lot to offer, wouldnʼt
he be offended?
This is not the way to influence
people to “accept Jesus as their personal savior.” I, personally, find this
type of evangelism to be reductive.
Instead of insulting someone elseʼs
religion, the best way to gain support
for your religion is to live life abiding by its established core values. If
one does this, as Mohammed, Jesus,
and Buddha have done, attention
will be paid to the positive and productive life one is leading, and one
can account for his or her success
and happiness by explaining their
religious affiliation and the impact it
has had. I want to encourage everyone to lead by example and practice
tolerance and respect just as our
Muslim students have recently done
by sponsoring the awareness forum.
~ Jennifer Carney

. Mayan ruins, or carefully walking your way
through a murky swamp as you search for
alligators to wrestle. It could be anything
that might result in dirt on clothing (or
shoes for arguments sake), whatever the
Wait a second! Hallmark cards, holidays case may be you are ready.
A shoe is an item that should come with no
and legendary status all given to something
as unimportant as black shoes? I donʼt get it, need for upkeep. Polish or any other garnish
weʼre occupying a country in the Middle East for footwear is something that does not conwhich seems to be bound for civil
cern this man searching for another
war, threatening another in hopes of
death defying adventure to fill his
stopping the production of nuclear
weekend away from the boredom
weapons and then there are the world
often describe as the “work week.”
issues. Black shoes have no place
As for pictures on the wall, letʼs
on cards of any kind and absolutely
not get too carried away a black shoe
no mention of a holiday should be
does not deserve such an honor. But
made … until brown shoes have
if one feels the need to insist on, then
been given their say.
a brown shoe should be bronzed
World travelers, adventure heroes
and worshipped as a god. Use it as a
and casual people of all cultures
trophy reminder of all accomplishTom
spend most of their days wearing
ments made while wearing those
Flemming
BROWN SHOES. Letʼs face it,
cherished, rugged, comfortable
who wants to be reminded of the
protectors of your feet. They can
long work week and disciplined attire that be a conversation piece every time envious
comes with wearing black shoes. They are dull friends stop by for a drink.
and colorless; the black shoe is only worn by
“Tell me about those beautifully bronzed
those who cannot find the courage to say no. (formerly brown) shoes you have there on
A man (or woman) who wears brown shoes your mantle.” Thatʼs how it will begin, and
is screaming, “bring it on!” They are ready from that moment forward the night will
for anything the world may throw at them, revolve around stories told of the excitement
be it a driving rain storm or a double decker had while wearing those hallowed shoes.
bus with brown shoes you will be prepared to
So save your black shoes for moments not
deal with any situation.
worth remembering, those times are reserved
Just picture yourself hiking through miles for a shoe that can stand up to anything. Those
of the thickest jungle towards beautiful times are reserved for a brown shoe (or two).
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Students and Faculty disagree with Robertson
“The learning
disabled are
not inferior”

I wanted to take some time to
respond to a letter about learning disabled students. Author, Mr. Robertson,
provided the perfect opportunity for a
teachable moment. Because he is a
senior, I didn’t want him to leave
without this vital information.
There are a number of inaccuracies
in Mr. Robertson’s letter that I would
like to address. At the moment, Mr.
Robertson is without the correct
information, and this has led him to
faulty conclusions, which I didn’t
want others to duplicate.
One of the gross errors that Mr.
Robertson makes is that the learning
disabled are intellectually inferior. As
stated by Robertson, “I could possibly accept a person being learning
impaired or retarded (as in delayed or
slow thought processes) but, should
that afford them a means to skirt
around the standard? I don’t think it
should. When a person leaves ERAU

Student talks
about having
to cope with
disabilities
Last week in The Avion I read an
article entitled “Senior argues learning disabled are advantaged” and was
amazed by the lack of understanding.
I am a sophomore and was diagnosed
with a learning disability in third
grade. My particular disorder affects
my ability to spell, write, and basically
deal with words. I have been working
on improving this since I was diagnosed and I can now spell on a lower
high school level. At the beginning of
high school I could spell on a fifth
grade level; it took a lot of work to get
to where I am today. While reading
this article I found a few things that I
did not agree with. The definition used
by Mr. Robertson stated that the cause
of learning disabilities is presumed to
be due to a Central Nervous System
Dysfunction. He then goes on to say
that his friend “seems completely normal and has performed functions that
I would be hard pressed to believe a
person with a CNS Dysfunction could
perform.” Dysfunction is defined
by dictionary.com as abnormal or
impaired functioning, especially of

as a graduate, their performance in
the workplace reflects upon me as a
graduate from the same institution.
I didn’t spend four years and pay
over $100,000 to be associated with
below average performance (my
emphasis).” Here, Mr. Robertson
links the terms “retarded” and “learning disabled” and assumes they are
the same thing. They are not.
According to the National Center
for Learning Disabilities’ web site,
“The term learning disability is used
to describe the seeming unexplained
difficulty a person of at least average
intelligence has in acquiring basic
academic skills (my emphasis).”
Therefore, those students who are
diagnosed with a learning disability
must have “at least average” intelligence.” As the National Center for
Learning Disabilities notes on their
website, “LDs (learning disabilities)
are NOT the same as mental retardation, autism, deafness, blindness,
behavioral disorders or laziness.”
In fact, many people who are diagnosed as learning disabled have very
high I.Q.s. According to the web site,
Gifted Twice, there are many examples
of famous people who were learning
disabled and gifted such as Albert

Einstein, Mozart, Thomas Edison, go to an occupational therapist to
Werner Von Braun, Louis Pasteur, test for learning disabilities like dysand many others. This might explain praxia, a fine motor skills problem,
why Mr. Robertson finds it hard to in which the person has trouble with
believe that learning disabilities exist. drawing, buttoning small buttons, or
People with learning disabilities and cutting with scissors, for instance. Or
a high I.Q. are
one might go to a
high-level achievclinical psycholoers. You write
gist to test for
that your friend
dyslexia or ADD.
... many people who
who is learning
There is a battery
disabled “exudes
of tests, most of
are
diagnosed
as
no
outward
them are very
learning disabled
appearance
of
long and involve
Central Nervous
quantifiable meahave
very
high
IQ’s.
System (CNS)
surements.
Dysfunction. This
Throughout my
- VANESSA LLOYD
person
seems
years of teaching,
completely norI have had many
mal and has perstudents at ERAU
formed functions
and
elsewhere
that I would be hard pressed to believe who have had learning disabilities. In
a person with a CNS.” Learning general, they have been above-averdisabilities are generally invisible. age students. One such student at
There is no outward presentation ERAU won several national science
of the disability, unlike a physical fair competitions, but he couldn’t spell
disability such as blindness.
very well and hated to read. Most of
A learning disability presents itself the students who are learning disthrough rigorous testing of an indi- abled that I’ve taught at ERAU have
vidual’s processes through a series of dyslexia, which manifests as trouble
different tests. It is not “subjective” as with spelling and slower than average
Mr. Robertson suggests. One might reading speed. I’ve also had students

“

”

a bodily system or social group. The paper during class, and then turn it
Central Nervous System is comprised in at the end of that class period. I
of the brain and spinal cord. In the would hardly call this an advantage
case of a learning disabled individual though. Mr. Robertson wants the
a section of there brain is impaired. classroom to be equal, and I can’t
So how is this person supposed to agree more; however I am at a natural
look, and what functions is this person disadvantage. So this one exception
incapable of performing? Now there would level the playing field.
are extreme cases in which a person’s
I looked up Learning Disability on
physical ability may be affected. Dictionary.com and received four difHowever, just because I can not make ferent definitions, only one of which
certain connections that the average was mentioned in Mr. Robertson’s
person can does not mean that I can article. These are the others: “A
not physically function.
disorder in the basic cognitive and
As for early registration for classes psychological processes involved in
is concerned, I
using language
would tend to
or
performing
agree that it may
mathematical
not be fair to the
calculations,
I am a sophomore
rest of the stuaffecting
perdents. I personsons of normal
and was diagnosed
ally do not use
intelligence and
with a learning
this; I register at
not the result of
the same time
emotional disturdisability ...
everyone
else
bance or impairdoes. I also do
ment of sight or
- MARCUS NEALLEY
not use extra time
hearing; any of
for exams. This is
various disorders
because my dis(as dyslexia or
ability does not
dysgraphia) that
affect me in that area and I am not interfere with an individual’s ability to
going to take advantage of the system. learn resulting in impaired functionThe only “advantage” that I receive, ing in verbal language, reasoning, or
and use, is that spelling is not counted academic skills (as reading, writing,
against me when we write a paper in and mathematics) and are thought to
class. Do not misunderstand this; I am be caused by difficulties in processstill penalized when I turn in typed ing and integrating information; a
reports. The only time that I am not disorder found in children of normal
penalized is when I have to write a intelligence who have difficulties in

“

”

learning specific skills.” Two words
are mentioned a couple times: “Normal
Intelligence.” I am not stupid; in fact I
am on the Deans List. So I don’t think
that I am affecting the reputation of this
college or degrading the value of your
money. I did not get any scholarships
to come here; I am paying the same
amount as everyone else.
The only way that I receive any
of my accommodations is if I give
my professor a letter within the first
few weeks of class, from Disability
Services, explaining my situation.
I only give this letter to professors
who might have an in class writing
assignment at some point during the
semester; most of them are not aware
of my disability at all. So should the
words “Learning Disabled” be on my
diploma? How is pointing out the fact
that I have a learning disability on my
transcript creating an equal environment? I finish all of my tests within
the allotted time, and fulfill the same
requirements as everyone else.
To be diagnosed with a learning
disability, there is a lot of testing
that you must go through including
a physiological evaluation. All tests
have some amount of subjectiveness,
including the SATs and ACTs. I
had to have the same SAT and GPA
requirements as everyone else. I am
doing the same work that everyone
else is doing, and I am held to the
same graduation requirements. So I
am not skirting around any requirements. Extra time is needed by some

Student Rep disapointed at voter turnout

Greetings! My name is Shawn
Storey and I have just been elected
to the position of the Residence
Life Representative on the Student
Representative Board of the SGA.
I wanted to write in this week after
the election and express my heartfelt
opinion on the status of this campus.
I will try to keep this short and
sweet. The voter turn out for this
year’s SGA election was pathetic.
The total vote tally for the executive
tickets was 540 votes; that is roughly
12% of the registered students on this
campus. Never in the past three years
has the voting percentage been so low.
I know that there have been rumors of
some students not being able to access
the election through Blackboard in
the Residence Halls. I cannot blame
resident students for something that
was out of their control. I have also
heard that graduate students were not
furnished with the link to the election,
again, another oversight that was out

of the students’ direct control.
However, I do have something to
say about the rest of this figure. Let
us be generous, and say that 2500
members of the student body can be
excused because they were physically
unable to vote (2000 residents oncampus and 500 grad students). This
figure is disturbing in and of itself, but
I digress. Furthermore, let’s say that
the 540 votes that were tallied come
out of the remaining 2400 students.
This means that there were roughly
1860 undergraduate students who
live off of campus, have access to
blackboard, and CHOSE not to vote.
To me, this suggests a mentality that
these elections don’t matter.
Let me try to explain why I believe
this mentality is wrong. Each student pays an $85 fee each semester
to the SGA. This money is used
to fund a variety of things that the
students of this campus take part in
such as concerts and rallies, clubs

and organizations, and even, to
some extent, this newspaper. My
problem is thus: when EVERY
student pays this fee to an organization of ELECTED officials, why is
not everyone taking accountability?
Why do so few people vote on the
members of that organization who
will decide how those funds are put to
use? Have we gotten so far that we
will just give money to ERAU and its
organizations and not care about
what is happening to it?
Honestly, I am hoping that the
abnormally low turn-out is the product of an inability to participate, rather
than a conscious choice not to do so.
Because if it is a choice, the campus
as a whole is making a poor one; no
one is exempt. Each person should
take responsibility and vote on the
officials that will determine the direction this student body takes during the
next year. Each person should also
encourage their friends to vote and

Student Forum

voice their opinion. Otherwise, no
one has a right to complain when the
school is not to their liking. EmbryRiddle will never be any better than
the effort that the student body puts
into it. And in my opinion, if this
election is indicative of that collective
effort, then the student body of this
campus ought to be ashamed of itself
and embarrassed for the university, as
we have let ourselves down.
Should anyone have a concern
about the number of people who were
not able to vote, please do e-mail me
and let me know. I do not want the
voice of the students to go unheard
because of a technical glitch. If you
experienced an error in accessing the
election and still want your vote to
be heard, or wish to express a suggestion or opinion on the elections
to me personally, please e-mail me at
storea60@erau.edu. I would be more
than happy to talk with any of you.
~Shawn Storey

with dyspraxia, trouble with their fine
motor skills, who have trouble writing quickly with a pencil or pen in
the time allotted. Therefore, we offer
these students some accommodations
like the opportunity to take a test using
a keyboard or offering them use of a
Franklin Speller. It is the same sort
of accommodation that one would
offer someone who is physically
disabled such as offering a Braille test
to a blind student. The student is still
doing all the work required, but we
have leveled the playing field. With
these accommodations, they are on
equal footing with those of us who are
blessed with the good fortune not to
have one of these challenges.
My last point is that students with
learning disabilities earning degrees
at ERAU will not cheapen your
degree. Let’s assume that a learning disabled person with dyslexia
had graduated from ERAU. Would
you assume your degree would be
“cheapened?” What if his name
was Albert Einstein? Would you
still think the same way?
Being learning disabled is nothing to be ashamed of, nothing from
which to hide, and nothing that
should have prompted the attack by

Mr. Robertson. Unfortunately, some
people with learning disabilities
remain undiagnosed and therefore,
do not get the help they need to
understand their special challenges
or to assist them. Others keep their
diagnosis a secret because they are
afraid it will ruin their careers, so
they have learned how to compensate, which generally results in a
great deal of unneeded stress. That’s
because there is still such a stigma
about learning disabilities, largely
due to misinformation like the sort
that Mr. Robertson espoused.
As Mr. Robertson’s letter illustrates, without knowledge one is
certainly disabled from making an
informed opinioned. What does
cheapen a degree is graduating illprepared or undereducated students
who are intolerant and/or ignorant of
difference such as cultural, physical,
gender, sexual preference, religious,
or racial difference. “Only the educated are free,” said Epictetus, and
we hope that with their degrees, our
graduates also attain that freedom.
Please visit these two websites.
www.twicegifted.net/index.htm
and www.ncld.org.
~Ms. Vanessa Lloyd

people with learning disabilities. This
is not provided so we can cheat; it
is because it takes longer to process
information than an average person.
This is not something that can be
learned, or is a result of not putting
in enough study time. So giving them
more time is making it equal. I have
found that people who do not have
learning disabilities have a hard time
understanding why more time is needed, along with other accommodations.
It was mentioned by Mr. Robertson
that people with learning disabilities
should receive extra assistance, like
tutoring, one-on-one assistance, etc.
However, the disability goes beyond
having trouble with the material;
we can understand the material perfectly, but it takes some of us twice
as long to think through the processes
needed to solve a problem.

It may not be fair that the learning
disabled get to register for classes
early, but a lot of life is not fair. Is
it fair that I was born with a learning
disability, that in elementary school
when other kids got to watch movies
I had to study spelling, or that in high
school I did not get any study halls
because I had to study spelling?
Was I treated as an equal when
I was made fun of? Is putting the
words “Learning Disabled” on my
transcript make it equal, or does it
segregate me from everyone else?
Giving people extra time on tests does
not give them an A; they still must
work for it. Maybe instead of complaining about the accommodations
that people with learning disabilities
receive, Mr. Robertson should be
glad that he doesn’t have one.
~Marcus Nealley

DVD Theft
The Motion Picture Association understand why it took me 45
of America (MPAA), a trade minutes to get into the DVD copy of
association started in the 1920s, The Wedding Crashers my parents
estimates that at least $98 million bought me for my birthday. The
in DVD revenues were stolen DVD was wrapped in cellophane;
by internet pirates. The associa- beneath the cellophane, there were
tion further demonstrates that the three individual stickers holding the
film industry employs more than sides of the case together. The turtle
750,000 people. It is not hard, then, beat the hare faster than I was able
to connect the dots, and understand to open the DVD; for that matter,
the association’s implication that it took me about as long to crack
movie theft hurts the film industry the case as it will take to achieve
and the economy as a whole.
peace in the Middle East.
As someone that used
The thing that is frusto illegally download,
trating about the excesbut now subscribes to a
sive wrapping is not just
music service, I totally
that it took ages to deal
buy it. I believe that interwith, but that it is plainly
net piracy has a major
unnecessary. DVD theft
effect on the industries
is not occurring in Best
it takes rights from and I
Buy and Circuit City;
feel that it has a negative
DVD theft is happeneffect on the economy as Christopher A. ing in server rooms,
a whole. Further, I am
China, and unwitting
Noth
certain that it has actually
parents’ basements.
Columnist
led to price increases for
It does not require a
copyrighted materials;
Steven Hawking tome to
while economists would note that understand that quadruple wrapping
as the supply increases, the price DVD cases is a poor way to combat
should decrease, they should also the movie theft issue. It’s about as
point out that high technology intelligent as hopping up security at
products have shown to decrease in the train station to ensure the airport
price over their lifetime (and that, is safe or putting whipped cream on
accordingly, CDs should actually a cake to ensure the chicken tastes
be at the same price or lower now good. As Albert Einstein once said,
than they were ten years ago, even “Only two things are infinite, the
without adjusting for inflation.)
universe and human stupidity, and
With that being said, I don’t I’m not sure about the former.”

The Avion asks: “How has Career Services served you?”

—Compiled by Ahmet F. Ismailoglu

Theresa Parks
Sophomore
Aerospace Engineering

Kerrin Bullock
Senior
Research Meteorology

Lyonel Jean-Baptist
Senior
Aerospace Engineering

Opie Shubert
Junior
Research Meteorology

Jonathan Kyros
Junior
Aerospace Studies

Ashley Ward
Senior
Aircraft Engineering Tech.

“They don’t help get
you anywhere.”

“They told me to find my
own internship ... I was so
mad I flipped about five
tables over before I
left out of there.”

“Helped a lot with
my resume.”

“Not at all.”

“I don’t plan on getting a
career from ERAU.”

“Uggh...”
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Airports designate cell phone parking areas
David Scotland
Staff Reporter

Ever since regulations went
into effect restricting parking near
airport terminal buildings following September 11, airports across
the country have experienced
a dramatic increase in traffic
on roads throughout and leading
up to their terminal buildings.
In response to this, approximately 30 airports around the country,
including some in the central
Florida region, have adopted the
practice of creating cell phone lots.
Cell phone lots are essentially over-

flow parking areas where greeters
for incoming passengers can park
(free of charge) while they await
a call from their loved ones saying
that they have arrived.
The concept was adopted last
year at one of central Florida’s
and the nation’s fastest growing
airports, Tampa International.
“It was approaching gridlock
in front of our terminal building
… Something had to be done,”
Brenda Geoghagan, Director of
Public Information and Community
Relations told The Avion in a phone
interview on Thursday.
“We had a capacity issue at
curbside. We had more vehicles

using that area than ever before
and had no room to expand the
area, so we had to look to alternatives methods of traffic control,”
Geoghagan said.
Tampa first looked at placing
flight information displays arrival
routes to the airport; however that
did not deter people from endlessly driving the airport loop.
Tampa then looked at what other
airports around the country were
doing to reduce terminal traffic and found that introductions of free short term parking
and the creation of cell phone
lots were working.
After conducting research, last

November the airport opened its
first cell phone lot located just
beyond the long-term parking lot.
In addition the airport dropped
parking fees for garage parking less than one hour. Finally
the airport in March installed
the flight information displays
in the cell phone lots to allow
those motorists to see the latest
information about the flights they
were awaiting.
Since the introduction of the
lot, traffic around the terminal has
decreased, Geoghagan said.
Other airports in Florida have
also looked into the concept
including
Fort
Lauderdale-

Hollywood Airport, which is
featuring the creation of such
a lot in their improvement
efforts, and Southwest Florida
Regional which already has
the lots in place.
Here at Daytona International,
Stephen Cooke, Director of
Business Development told The
Avion they had considered introducing a cell-phone lot here,
however due to the large amount
of free parking spaces available
around the airport, including the
Volusia Mall, the airport dismissed
the plan. But he added that nothing
has been ruled out.
Officials at Orlando International

were not available for calls on
Friday however the airport does
currently offer the first 30 minutes
of parking in its garage for free
according to its website.
Motorists using the cell phone
lots across the country tend
to agree that they are a great
addition to the airports where
they are installed.
“The new lot worked great. I
parked there and listened to the
radio in comfort as I awaited a
phone call from my daughter,”
Marylyn Bohac told The Avion,
after her first experience using the
cell phone lot in Tampa during last
year’s busy holiday season.

Delta narrowly Bees fly with it all hanging out
avoids a strike
Bob Scheid

News Editor

More paycuts
for the pilots
Mijeong Yoon

Editor-in-Chief

To avoid a strike, Delta Air
Lines is back on track with
a temporary agreement with about
6,000 of its active pilots.
Delta, the third largest airline
in the nation, and its subsidiaries,
are currently operating under a
bankruptcy protection. In Delta’s
Chapter 11 court papers, it is stated
that a pilot strike will put the airline out of business.
The pilots represented by Air
Line Pilot Association (ALPA)
came to an agreement on April
14 for the time being. The details
of the initial agreement have not
been released to the public. Also,
it still needs an approval from
the ALPA’s Master Executive
Council, which is essentially the
executive board of the Delta pilot
union, and then from the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court.
Pilots threatened to walk out
because Delta planned to throw
out pilot contracts to cut costs in
order to cover the rising prices

of fuel, which is also one of the
main factors that drove the company to file for bankruptcy in
the first place.
In 2004, the pilots agreed to
a five-year accord which consented to $1 billion in annual
concessions, which included a
32.5 percent wage cut. However,
since the protests to the contracts
started, the pilots have rejected
this agreement.
Currently, Comair, one of the
subsidiaries, is requesting $8.9
million in wage cuts, which the
pilots say are unfair. So the pilots
have authorized their union to call
a strike if their contract is voided.
Delta is planning to come out of
bankruptcy in 2007. In order for
the company to meet its quota of
$3 billion in revenue to regroup in
the bankruptcy court, it requires
the pilots to give about $325 million in pay and benefit cuts. The
pilot union offered a package estimated at $140 million.
In 2004, when Delta filed for
the voluntary Chapter 11 for the
betterment of the company in the
long run, expected to continue
normal business operations. This
included providing employee
wages, healthcare coverage, vacation, sick leave and similar benefits without interruption.

Scientists have known that bees
fly with their legs hanging down,
but a recent study has begun to
indicate why.
“The hind legs resemble
airplane wings, which probably

explains why they also generate
lift,” said Stacey Combes of the
University of California, Berkley,
whose team released the study at
the Annual Meeting for the Society
for Experimental Biology.
In a related study earlier this year, scientists found
for the first time how bees fly
using an outdoor wind tunnel.

As the speeds increased, the bees
began to drop their hind legs to
increase their stability. However,
at a certain speed, the bees became
unstable and rolled one way or the
other, sometimes onto their backs,
regardless of whether or not their
legs were extended.
Because of this, it is proposed
that a bee’s maximum speed is

not limited by muscle power
or wing dynamics, but only by
stability
issues.
Researchers
likened the lowered legs to the
arms of a spinning figure skater.
Scientists
and
engineers
hope to use bee flight dynamics to design small flying
machines for use in search and rescue or intelligence applications.

USAF and Navy considers merging
their Signal Intelligence programs
Bob Scheid

News Editor
Due to continued budget
cuts, the Air Force and Navy
are again considering combining their Signal Intelligence, or
SIGINT, programs.
Both branches are facing the
use of outdated aircraft and
antiquated equipment which may
not be sufficient on the modern
battlefield. The Army is also
having problems after its Aerial
Common Sensor program ended,
and now all three are turning
to each other for help. A combined survey of current SIGINT

programs for the Army, Navy,
and Air Force is currently
underway, and is expected to
be completed in the summer
of this year.
Current plans called for the Air
Force to introduce a modified
737 aircraft to replace the aging
RC-135 “Rivet Joint.” While a
base-level review of the design
and specification requirements
saw no major problems with the
design, some contest that the
length and width of the plane
are insufficient to house the
sensitive radio equipment. A
minimum separation of components is necessary to minimize
interference between antennas and

Advertisement

to be able to properly triangulate
long-range signals.
The Navy has investigated
options ranging from a variant
of its P-8 Multimission Maritime
Aircraft to UAV drones, though
General T. Michael Moseley,
Air Force Chief of Staff, thinks
that
a
modified
Global
Hawk with a larger wingspan than normal would fulfill
this requirement.
Now, it is most likely that
the result will be a combination of carrier- and land-based
aircraft and a series of UAVs in various sizes. These can be deployed
individually for tactical and
battlefield operations, or in a

picket formation to provide a
longer-range system. With the
advent of new weapons, like the
cruise missile, new capabilities
will
also
be
incorporated,
such as a two-foot-deep radar
dome on the bottom of E-8C
Joint Stars aircraft.
However, time is a critical element. The use of UAVs
will delay the necessity of
scrapping the current SIGINT
fleet, but it is still expected that
the RC-135 will be outdated
by 2016 and the Navy EP-3
will require replacement in
the middle of the next decade.
The Army RC-12 Guardrail
is already outdated.

The Avion, April 18, 2006

SPACE TECHNOLOGY

Page

A11

NASA plans lunar crash

Venus Express enters orbit

David Scotland
Staff Reporter
Last week NASA announced
that they will be modifying their
Lunar Reconnaissance Orbititer
(LRO) mission, which is set to be
launched in October of 2008, to
include additional means of studying the lunar surface.
NASA described the additional
portion of the mission, known as
the Lunar CRater Observation and
Sensing Satellite, or LCROSS,
in a press release. “This mission
provides a 2000 kilogram Kinetic
Impactor that creates nearly a 1000
metric ton plume of lunar ejectamore than 200 times the energy of
Lunar Prospector (LP)-which will
be visible from a number of Lunarorbital and Earth-based assets.”
Translated
from
technical
lingo, it says that NASA is planning on throwing a big piece
of metal at the lunar surface
and examining the dust it kicks

up, much like the Deep Impact
mission which slammed into Comet
Tempel-1 last July. That was the
first successful effort to scout the
interior makeup of a comet.
The goal of this mission is to
once again look for the possibility of water on the Moon, which
would simplify the process of one
day establishing a lunar colony.
The Moon is seen to be a perfect
launching point for subsequent
manned missions to Mars as the
lower gravity and lack of atmosphere on the planet would make a
launch to Mars or beyond easier.
NASA plans to use part of
the spacecraftʼs own rocket to
impact the lunar surface, making the new portion of the
mission easier to accomplish.
The “…mission gives the agency
an excellent opportunity to answer
the question about water ice on
the Moon,” said Daniel Andres
whose team at NASA proposed
the addition of the impactor
portion of the mission. “We think

we have assembled a very creative,
highly innovative mission, turning
the upper stage of the rocket that
brought us to the Moon into a substantial impactor on the Moon.”
As the spacecraft arrives the
Moon, the upper stage of the
rocket will separate and impact
the Moonʼs South Pole. The orbiting LRO will then fly through the
plume created to test the particles
released for any signs of water or
the elements needed to create it.
Once the plume is created additional earth based telescopes and
other imaging tools will be used to
analyze the particles as well.
This is not the end of the mission
however, as LRO will continue to
orbit the Moon and take measurements on radiation levels, map
areas that are permanently shadowed, identify sites of possible
water or ice deposits, characterize
the lighting environment in certain
polar regions, and determine areas
that could be sites for the possible
establishment of a lunar colony.

Upcoming Cape Launches
Atlas 5 to launch April 20

IMAGE COURTESY WWW.ESA.INT

EUROPEʼS VENUS EXRESS SPACECRAFT successfully entered orbit around the second planet
from the Sun April 11 after a five-month journey from Earth. Seen here in an artistʼs depiction of the
orbital insertion engine firing, the probe is the first to Venus since the U.S. Magellan craft in 1989.

An Atlas 5 rocket is scheduled to launch the ASTRA 1KR television satellite for SES ASTRA of Luxembourg.
Liftoff is scheduled for Thursday, April 20 at 4:27 p.m. EDT, the opening of a launch window stretching to 7:16
p.m. EDT. Information on viewing the launch in person is available in last weekʼs issue of the Avion.

Russia outlines moon plan
Curtis Ewbank
Copy Editor

The Russian space company
RKK Energiya announced plans last
Tuesday to begin a moon exploration program, culminating in a landing around 2015. Although RKK
Energiya is a state-controlled company, its president Nikolai Sevastyanov
said in a news conference, “We believe
we can fly a manned mission landing
on the Moon before 2015 funded by
sources outside the state budget.”
The specifics of those sources were
not stated. However, RKK Energiyaʼs

initial plan corresponds surprisingly
well with plans by Space Adventures,
the company that sends space tourists
to the International Space Station,
to send customers around the Moon
for $100 million.
Those plans
were announced last August.
The first stage of RKK
Energiyaʼs plan would be a commercial flight around the Moon
in 2009. The flight would be
made in a modified Soyuz TMA
vehicle. The Soyuz was originally
intended for circumlunar flights.
The Soyuz Descent Module and
Propulsion Module made up the
unmanned Zond 4 which went as

far as the Moonʼs distance before
returning to Earth. However, the flight
was not without difficulties. It missed
its skip reentry point and reentered at
too steep of an angle, forcing its
destruction by ground control.
The next stage of exploration
would use the Clipper, a reusable craft
now under development. The Clipper
will be able to carry six people compared to the three of Soyuz. Thus it
will be a more flexible spacecraft in
terms of payload capacity, carrying
enough supplies for the International
Space Station or Moon missions.
The Clipper is expected to be ready
between 2012 and 2015.

Launch status and possible technical or weather delays can be monitored on SpaceflightNow.comʼs Mission
Status Center, and the launch can be viewed live on local News Channel 13 as well as via a webcast on
www.ilslaunch.com when it occurs.
In other news, the Delta 4 launch of NASA and NOAAʼs GOES-N weather satellite has its first firm launch
date in months, with a target of May 18 at 6:14 p.m. EDT. However, as always, launches still hold delay possibilities.
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April 20
Atlas 5
ASTRA 1KR TV sat.
Launch time: 4:27 p.m. EDT
170 min. window

NET July 1
Space Shuttle Discovery
STS-121 / ISS flight
3:48 p.m. EST
5 min. window

NET Aug. 28
Space Shuttle Atlantis
STS-115 / ISS flight
4:07 p.m. EST
5 min. window

May 18
Delta 4 medium
NASA/NOAA
GOES-N weather sat.
6:14 p.m. EDT
60 min. window

July 22
Delta 2
STEREO
Twin solar spacecraft
Launch time: 3:11/4:19 p.m. EDT

Sept. 14
Delta 2
Next GPS satellite
Launch time: TBD
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Explore Ponce Inlet Marine Science Center

to the care of sick and injured
birds in Volusia County. The facilDiversions Editor
ity is fully equipped to care and
treat injured and sick birds the
This past weekend I had the public brings in. Except for a few
chance to check out the Marine permanent residents the birds will
Science Center in Ponce Inlet, also be released once they are fully
something which before last week- rehabilitated.
end I did not even know existed.
The Science Center also fosters
At the Marine Science Center a very interactive learning envithere is a lot a very things going ronment including a classroom
on including Sea turtle and bird with lab activities. There are also
rehabilitation, fascinating exhib- scheduled events as well as guided
its, boardwalk,
tours which are
nature
trails,
great for kids to
observation
get outside and
tower, artificial
learn about the
So
far
...
the
center
reef
aquarium
world
around
recieved 15 turtles
and much more.
them. Some of
At the turtle
featured
from four different the
rehabilitation
tours
include
center guests can
the Bicentennial
species.
overlook seven
Park
Guided
- ZACH MAHONE
turtle
hospital
Beach
Walk,
pools from the
Smyrna
Dunes
“Turtle Terrace,”
Park
Guided
which is located in front of the Beach Walk, and Merritt Island
main facility. These pools house National Wildlife Refuge Field
sick and injured sea turtles, hatch- Trip. Participants should meet
lings, and wash-backs under reha- at the designated locations and
bilitation. Many of the turtles are dress for the outdoors, bringing
brought in by the beach patrol or sunscreen and comfortable walkgeneral public. Common injuries ing shoes. Advance registration
are dues to exhaustion, automo- is not required. All programs are
biles, and waste debris. Once free and open to the public, though
fully recovered, the turtles will be park entrance fees may apply.
released back into
If you are
the wild where
interested
in
they originally
working
with
came from. So
the animals and
... Marine Science
far this year the
helping with the
rehabilitation
overall cause the
Center
is
always
center received
Marine Science
looking for
15 turtles from
Center is always
four
different
looking for volvolunteers.
species.
unteers to help
Another very
in daily tasks
- ZACH MAHONE
important
and
such as giving
very fascinating
tours, working
part of the Marine
the gift shop,
Science Center is the Mary Keller and of course working with
Seabird Rehabilitation Sanctuary. the
turtles
and
birds.
If
Bird rehabilitation at the Marine interested
in
volunteering
Science Center started June 19, you
can
find
out
more
2004. This rehabilitation center information about volunteering
was named for Mary Keller, a and the Science Center itself by
longtime local bird rehabber who going to http://echotourism.com/
has dedicated more than 30 years msc/default.htm.
Zach Mahone
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”
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More than just a place to rent canoes and kayaks
as well as guided tours and private
lessons. Reservations, while not
Diversions Editor
required, are recommended. Upon
first walking in you might need to
Another Gem of Daytona that I ring the bell or call beforehand.
think a lot of people may or may You can go kayaking any time of
not be aware of is Spruce Creek day or night you just need to give
Outfitters off of U.S. 1 just south Jason (the General Manager) a
of Spruce Creek Park.
heads up.
Whether you want to go kayakSpruce Creek Outfitters is also
ing, fishing, take
caters to parties
pictures, or just
and large funca place to set up
tions. It is the
a hammock and
perfect
place
... combine
enjoy the beautito combine the
ful sunset Spruce
great
outdoors
the great outdoors
Creek Outfitters
with the party
with the party
is the place to
atmosphere.
be. The 50 foot
So the next
atmosphere.
dock faces the
time you are
west
presentdriving by stop
- ZACH MAHONE
ing a Key West
by
and
say
sunset
every
hello or take a
night.
kayak for a spin
Going rates for a single kayak “because you deserve a good
are $15 for the first hour and $5 paddling.” For more information
for every hour after that. Double call Jason at 386-763-9417, or visit
kayaks and canoes are available www.sprucecreekkayaks.com.
Zach Mahone
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Ichetucknee Spring State Park is just a drive away
Mijeong Yoon
Editor in Chief
The Ichetucknee Spring State Park,
located four miles northwest of Fort
White is known for its refreshing
springs and options of tubing, canoeing, kayaking, swimming, snorkeling
or scuba diving.
It is about 2.5 hour, away, mostly via
scenic route 40, west. I know it sounds
far, but if you have a day where you
want to go for a refreshing, relaxing
fun in freshwater spring water with
fish and nature surrounding you for
minimum of an hour at a time, it is
definitely worth the trip. If you have
four people in the car, you can split the
gas cost to about $10 per person.
If you get to Ichtetucknee for tubing
before Memorial Day, the entrance fee
is only $5 per car load (maximum of 8
people) to get into the park. Whereas,
during their peak season, in between

Memorial Day and Labor Day, the
entrance fee is $5 per person.
Independent vendors in town provide the tube rentals. The price ranges
at $3 to $15 depending on what you
rent and where you rent from. Be
careful though, some of the renters
will pick up the tubes from the park
and some will require you to leave
your driverʼs license with them to
be returned when you return their
tubes. Make sure you ask before you
have a transaction!
There are two entrances to the park,
North and South. The North entrance
is located off of SR-238 and it is open
for tubing during peak season only.
The North entrance has the Head
Spring, tubing/canoeing launch and
some hiking trails. If you launch from
the North point to float the entire river
via tube, it will take about 3.5 hours
so come early. They have a limit of
750 tubers per day. If you want to
canoe instead, the entire canoe trip

will last about two hours from the
North entrance and it costs $5 per
person all year.
The South entrance, located off of
US-27, is open all year. It has access to

the Midpoint Dock, and the Dampiers
Landing Dock, which is the south end
of the launching docks. The tubing
lasts about 1.5 hours from the midpoint and about an hour from south

point down to the Take-Out Point.
If you go to the park during the
peak season, the South entrance also
has a concession area where you can
purchase food and rent lockers only.

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.DEP.STATE.FL.US

Unfortunately, during off-season, the
concession store is closed so there
is only a vending machine available.
Also, during the peak season, the park
offers tram rides to the Midpoint Dock
and in-park shuttle service for tubers
to get back to the North entrance.
Both the entrances offer plenty of
parking and barbeque pits with picnic
areas, so you can pack your own lunch
and cook it when you get to the park.
Pets are allowed at the park but not
in the springs. Also, the park does not
allow people to bring food or disposable bottles to the spring, so make sure
to bring personal bottles if you want to
carry water with you.
If you have never been tubing, you
should definitely go. If you are planning on going during off season, make
sure to pack some slippers because
youʼll be walking a lot.
For more information on all of
Florida parks and their features, visit
www.floridastateparks.org.
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Sudoku

WORD SEARCH
amstel

moosehead

labatt

boddingtons

Easy

Medium

pabst
killians
coors
miller
molson

sapporo
brahma
trailhead
heineken

corona

fischer

fosters

buzz

Hard

Medium

The Riddle of Life
By Jonathan Mettin

I got so much positive feedback the last
time I put an actual girl in my comic, I just
had to do it again!

by Wes Oleszewski

Across
1. “_______. The other side of dark.”
6. “Good things come to those who wait.”
7. “It doesnʼt get any better than this!”
12. “Lose the carbs. Not the taste.”

BEER ADVERTISING SLOGANS
14. “A whole lot can happen, Out of the Blue.”
15. “Good call.”
16. “He who thinks Australian, drinks
Australian.”
17. “______. No Nonsense.”

19. “Fresh. Smooth. Real. Itʼs all here.”
21. “_________. Reassuringly expensive.”
22. “When you see the three-ring-sign, ask the
man for _______.”
23. “The worldʼs first golden beer.”
26. “______. Free
Flowing.”
27. “It looks good,
it tastes good, and
by golly it does you
good.”
29. “_______. Itʼs a
bit gorgeous.”
31.
“Tap
the
Rockies.”
32.
“Intelligent
Nightlife.”
33. “That frosty mug
sensation.”
34. True.

35. “Iʼm only here for the beer.”
Down
2. “The beer drinkerʼs light beer.”
3. “____. Reach for greatness.”
4. “Unmistakable German Craftsmanship.”
5. “Sooner or later youʼll get it.”
8. “If youʼve got the time, weʼve got the beer.”
9. “Would you say no to another?”
10. “Itʼs BEER. Hooray beer!”
11. “____ puts out the fire.”
13. “Miles away from ordinary.”
18. “_______. Americaʼs world class beer.”
20. “Itʼs all about the beer.”
21. “Senses never forget.”
24. “Head for the mountains.”
25. “The beer that made Milwaukee famous.”
28. “Itʼs what your right armʼs for.”
29. “The beer so good itʼs bad.”
30. How do you feel? I feel like a ____ʼs.”

LAST WEEKʼS ANSWERS

STUDENT LIFE
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Upsilon Pi Epsilon holds induction ceremony
Nick Brixius
Faculty Advisor
The ERAU Chapter of Upsilon
Pi Epsilon held its 2006 Induction
Ceremony to honor students selected for Society membership on
Tuesday, April 11, 2006. The ceremony was conducted by Kenneth
Evensen, Chapter President, Nolan
Glore, Chapter Vice-President, and
Sam Chilcote, UPE member.
Five students majoring in
Software Engineering, Computer
Engineering and Computer Science
were admitted to membership in
Upsilon Pi Epsilon. The ceremony
was attended by COE faculty,
UPE members and the inducteeʼs
family and friends. The Upsilon

Pi Epsilon initiates for 2004/2005
are: Zetty Billard, Yon De Riviere,
Amy Elliott, Trevor Garson,
and Sumeera Nangia.
Upsilon Pi Epsilon is an
international honorary society whose membership
consists of outstanding undergraduate and
graduate students in
the computing disciplines. The organization now consists of
more than 180 chapters
in colleges and universities in North America
and overseas. The Iota
Chapter at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University was
chartered on October 10, 1997.
Prof. Nick Brixius is the faculty

advisor for the chapter. Among
the requirements to be invited into
the honor society, undergraduate Computer Engineering,
Computer
Science
and
Software
Engineering
students must maintain
a GPA of at least 3.0,
and must have completed at least 64 credit
hours. Graduate students enrolled in the
Masters of Software
Engineering
program
must maintain a GPA of at
least 3.5, and must have
completed at least half
of the courses necessary to
complete their degree.
Congratulations to all of
the new members!

PHOTO COURTESY UPSILON PI EPSILON

UPSILON PI EPSILON INDUCTION ceremony initialed five students majoring in Software Engineering, Computer Science, and Computer Eningeering. The Embry-Riddle Iota Chapter has been with the
University since October 10, 1997. This national honor society now has over 180 chapters.

Sigma Chi: semester in review
for about three hours and actually had
a very good time at our last philanSigma Chi
thropic event of the year. We will also,
once again, be getting our name up on
With the end of the year approach- the part of the beach that we clean up
ing fast, the Brothers Sigma Chi have each semester.
been working hard at school and in
Over the past two weeks, our house
our community. The past two Friday has been under massive renovations.
home baseball games have been With brothers working constantly on
co-sponsored by Sigma Chi. With the tilling up old grass, up-rooting
the help of Adam
trees,
re-workHinton, we have
ing the sprinkler
been able to make
system, and laythese barbeques
ing sod, we have
... baseball game
and
attendance
been busy. We
at the baseball
now laid the
was packed full with have
games a huge
sod and are in the
success. This past
process of getting
fans.
Friday we hosted
new trees/shrubs.
another barbeque
These improve- PHILLIP HOLLOWAY
along with the
ments are just
Panhellenic Social
in time for our
and the baseball game was packed thirty-fifth Birthday reunion with the
full of fans.
alumni. We are expecting over 100
On Saturday, a group of 20 brothers alumni to come back for the feswent to the Salvation Army to volun- tivities. We would like to thank our
teer our time. We helped sort clothes House Corp. President, James Ahrens,
and talked to many people that were for his hard work at making this whole
gracious of our presence. We stayed thing possible.
Phillip Holloway

“

”
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SIGMA CHI GIVING BACK to the community. Baseball games are still
a secret to the University and the crowd went wild friday as the stands
were packed. Sigma Chi hosted the barbeque before the game.

Paintball Club enters tournament
Mathew Zumbar
Paintball Club
On April 9 the Embry-Riddle
tournament paintball club sent
two teams to a 3-man tournament
at Osceola Extreme Sports in
Kissimmee. We represented Riddle
and competed against thirty teams
from all over the southern region.
The first team (Embry-Riddle
White) had Ansel Frayer, Keith
Hardman, and Joren McSorley.
The second team (EmbryRiddle Blue) included Matthew
Zumbar, Andrew Hamm, and Erik
Armstrong. The tournament; sponsored by Draxxus, a company specializing in paintball equipment,
started at 9 a.m. and went until
after 3 p.m. Embry-Riddle White

and Blue both played very well.
We were constantly pitted against
teams that tested Riddleʼs skills.
Even though they, Riddle, were up
against overwhelming odds and
had not played three man tournaments together before (specialize
in five man and Xball formats)
we constantly played well. In the
end Embry-Riddle White placed
13 and Embry-Riddle Blue placed
26. This
tournam e n t
was a
good
learning experi
ence for the members that participated.
The ERAU tournament paintball team is a club sport at Riddle.

We usually meet every Thursday.
We currently have around fifteen
active members and we are always
looking for new people to come
out and play. We are a registered
team with the NCPA (National
Collegiate Paintball Association)
and compete against
such
schools
like
UF
UGA, Clemson,

FSU, and UGA in the southeast
region alone. Other colleges around
the country that have teams
include Drexel, Purdue, Univ.
of Maryland, and many more
throughout the United States.

McCooks Farewell
Sara McCook

front, but having the ability to follow as well. Leadership is humble
SGA President
and giving, yet strong and charismatic. Leadership challenges you
As my term as you SGA to admit when you were wrong,
President comes to an end and the and face those who were right
new administration is about to take without being stubborn or defiover, I take this time to reflect over ant. Leadership is taking courage,
the past year. When this
when you feel like you
experience began last
have nothing left, and
spring I could not have
using it to do what you
imagined what was in
are afraid to do. A posistore. There were times
tion of leadership is not
when I felt everything
meant for one to be in
I was doing wasnʼt the
the spotlight or to be the
right thing, and there
center of attention but to
were times when I
be one that stands in the
believed everything was
face of doubt and chalSara
going to fall into place
lenge and work towards
McCook
perfectly. This experithe betterment of an
ence, as your Student
organization or group.
Government President, SGA President
These are a few
has been the most
words of wisdom I offer
rewarding, honoring and hum- the next administration. There
bling experiences while attending will be times when you feel like
Embry-Riddle. I have full faith nothing is going right, times when
the new administration can lead those who you thought were your
our student body and university in biggest allies have turned their
the right direction and fulfill their backs on you. And times when
positions to complete capacity.
those individuals who challenged
This past year has gone by faster you the most turned out to be the
than I could
most beneficial
have imagined.
and rewarding
It feels like
individuals,
yesterday that
because they
I was anticipatnever allowed
... patience truly
ing (along with
you get comBrian and Ryan)
placent.
is a virtue.
the swearing in
I would like
process so we
to leave the
could begin our
new adminis- SARA McCOOK
terms, and durtration with one
ing this past year
final thought, a
I have learned
quote
from
more about leadership and my Jane Addams. Jane Addams was
own positive and negative char- a lady of immeasurable tenacacteristics that tend to show when ity and immense respect who
placed in a leadership position.
found the courage to challenge
One of the most important those who had denied change
things Iʼve learned about myself is during an era of complacency.
that patience truly is a virtue. With She was a crusader and advocate
patience comes the ability to think for womanʼs rights as well as an
more rationally and clearly and author, lecturer and public figure
not make decisions that are quick in America. Jane Addams once
to act. Iʼve also learned that with said, “deeds make habits, habits
leadership comes responsibility make character, character makes
and that any action requires you destiny.” To the new administrato stand up in the face of adversity tion, stand up for what you believe
whether you were right or wrong. in and face this new challenge
Leadership does not necessarily with excitement, for it is a once in
always mean standing in the fore- a lifetime opportunity.

“

”

SAE True Gentlemen’s Day
Nathaniel Gamache
SAE
April 21-23 marks the fifth
annual True Gentlemenʼs Day of
Service. This is an event that SAE

celebrates and devotes the day to
community service. Last year, 115
chapters participated and this year
our chapter will be one of many to
join this number to surpass the previous record. This event is perfect
for us here at Florida Rho, because

of our dedication to community
service, and is time to start participating in this great cause. The
brothers, neophytes, and pledges
will take part in a beach clean
up on the April, 23 along with
the Tri Sigmas.
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ROOMMATES

Room for rent in House
Share home. Nice location close to
Embry-Riddle. Furnished bedroom
with bath. Full use of home; W/D;
Internet access. $350 per month
plus half utilities. References and
deposit required. Call 383-8621

Daytona Riverside Condo
Gated! NEW 2 bedroom, 2 bath,
Jacuzzi! Pool! Workout facility!
Two miles from campus and one
mile from downtown. Very private,
safe property. $995 a month. Contact
Craig (407) 647-6143

Condo for Rent
Two bed, two bath condo. Newly
remodeled. Golf course views.
Community pool. Close to campus,
river and shops. $800/month. First,
last, security. Phone: 295-1230

Apartment for rent
Furnished bedroom with bath
in private home in quiet Daytona
Beach Shores, three blocks from
the beach. $375 per month and
$100 deposit. No lease necessary.
Available immediately.
Phone 252-1158

Furnished room for rent
Furnished bedroom with king
size bed located in an ERAU
neighborhood at Townhouse North.
Located on the corner of Clyde
Morris and Big Tree Rd. Very
clean and comfortable. Beautiful
backyard and den. Six minutes from
ERAU. For more info
contact Mrs. Short at 767-2300

2 bed/ 1 bath Condo for rent
Renovated.
Amazing
two
bedroom, one bath Condo near
Intercoastal
Waterway
and
Embry-Riddle. New jacuzzi tub,
flooring, ceiling fans and paint.
Rental fee includes cable, water,
trash and lawn. Furnished: $950/
month. Unfurnished: $870/month.
Call 843-0065

1 Bedroom Apartment
Available Summer A and B. MayAugust. Located behind the mall.
Price is negotiable. Call 871-7412

Room for Rent
Room for rent in Furnished house.
Two miles from ERAU. Walking
distance to Publix and Walmart.
Available May 1. $550 a month.
Share house with one other student.
Call (518) 727-7444
CARS/BIKES
‘97 Yamaha YZF600R
Motorcycle runs strong. New
chain, wheel bearings. Tread 90%
rear, 60% front. Recent complete
overhaul. No problems. Minor
scratches, but looks good. Includes
medium jacket and two medium
helmets. $3,650 OBO.
Call Eric 589-3320

1995 Ford Escort LX, 2 doors
Runs great, 5 speed manual,
cheap on gas, New AC, CD player,
Cruise Control, 143K miles, duel
airbag. Asking $1,050 OBO. Going
back to Europe. Call 295-5231
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CARS/BIKES
2000 Z24 Chevy Convertible
VIN#
4G1JF32T7YB903720.
Original
owner,
garaged
and well maintained. 45,600
miles, automatic transmission,
efficient, 4 cylinder engine,
power steering, windows and
locks, AC, tilt wheel, premium
stereo/CD and 4-wheel ABS.
Also includes rear spoiler, alloy
wheels, full folding rear seat,
and stainless steel exhaust.
Dark green, tan top and
beige
interior.
Reduced
to
$7,300. For more information,
email skovholr@erau.edu.

Ford Taurus LX for sale
$1,100. Green in color. Power
everything, from seats to windows.
Sun/Moon roof. CD player.
Engine 3.8 V, runs great.
Model 1994. Good mileage. Well
serviced. Good tires. Good for
pilots and engineers. Stealth.
Call Lee: 299-3369.

1996 Mazda Protege
Automatic, White, 117,000 miles.
Tinted windows, great college car.
Asking $2,000.
Call 405-2173 for more info.

‘93 Kawasaki Vulcan EN500
Great beginner bike - to and from
school bike, good gas mileage, belt
driven, liquid cooled, runs, needs
some work, but still runs. New:
battery, spark plugs, started solenoid,
oil pan, mirrors. $1,200 OBO.
Call Brian @ (970) 310-5943

CARS/BIKES
Vento Triton Motorscooter
2003. Red in color. 6,500 miles
49cc includes helmet.
$890. Local 760-7154.

‘88 Mazda 626
In perfect condition. Dark red
color and very clean. Will make a
great student car. 160,636 miles.
$1,700 Blue Book price OBO.
Call Mrs. Short at 767-2300

2003 Honda CR250
Low hours, never raced, no
modifications. Asking $3,300/ obo.
Please call Lisa at 451-4646
SERVICES NEEDED
Nanny needed for Summer A
I need a nanny this summer, 3-4
hrs/day, M-F, for my 6-year-old
twins in Port Orange. Please email
for info: Sharon.barry@erau.edu or

Randell.barry@erau.edu

Advertisement

AIRPLANES

BOATS

Cessna 172
1970 K Model, New 160HP
Lycoming Eninge, IFR, Dual
VORs/Localizer, ILS receiver,
DEME, King radios, new intercom,
avgs 9 gal/hr, new paint a few years
back. Family owned for past 15
years, flies great. Reasonable
way to build flight hours.
Contact Chris @ (901) 219-7724

16’ Fiberflass boat w/ 50HP
Strong boat with new substructure.
Needs some work to finish
installing deck and minor electrical.
(Materials
included
mostly)
Steers from center console.
Comes with like new trailer,
outboard that runs, new marine
battery, gas tank, etc... $700 OBO.
Call Eric 589-3320

